
 

WESTTOWN TOWNSHIP ACT 537 SPECIAL STUDY 
PUBLIC COMMENTS AND TOWNSHIP RESPONSES 

 
Westtown Township received 7 comment letters and emails in response to the November 5, 2012 
through December 5, 2012 public comment period as set forth in the revised public notice for the 
2012 Act 537 Official Sewage Facilities Plan Special Study: Sewage Needs of Existing 
Residences.  
 
A summary of comments received is presented below.  Where applicable, comments have been 
consolidated into one summary statement.  Comments which were generally rhetorical in nature, 
i.e. not addressing the Act 537 Plan content or revision thereto, are not addressed in the summary 
below as no response is necessary. Westtown Township responses to remaining comments are 
indicated in bold italic text. 
 

1. I support the Act 537 Plan with the on-lot sewage management program and/or I am 
opposed to public sewer. 
 
No response needed. 
 

2. My on-lot sewage system is working fine and/or has been regularly maintained. 
 

These conditions support the currently proposed update to the Westtown Township Act 
537 Plan. 

 
3. I cannot afford the costs for a public sewer connection; these costs would be a financial 

hardship. 
 
These conditions support the currently proposed update to the Westtown Township Act 
537 Plan. 

 
4. I am opposed to a grinder pump public sewer system. This is an inferior technology and 

power outages in Westtown Township are too common to avoid problems with grinder 
pump usage. 
 
No public sewer system is proposed by the current Act 537 Plan. 
 

5. We are not in favor of the on-lot sewage management proposed in the Act 537 Plan.  
Management of such a program would require ongoing costs which are likely to exceed 
the cost of periodic pumping. 
 



 

 
Implementation of an on-lot management program is necessary to minimize sewage 
system problems in the future, thereby mitigating any future need for more expensive 
public sewer connections.  The program will also serve to collect very detailed 
information regarding the functional status of all on-lot systems in order to facilitate 
future Township Act 537 planning efforts.   

 

6.  I have been told by Westtown Township for 16 years that my area would be sewered.  
Every house that has been sold in my development has needed a new septic system 
installed because the Health Department failed the old systems.  There are some houses 
in the development that cannot be sold because they won’t perc and have springs running 
beneath them.  Failing sewage systems in my development are contaminating the stream 
by my house which flows into Westtown Lake.  Westtown has offered a public sewer 
option at a reasonable price and when some citizens try to sell their properties they will 
be paying more for a new septic system. 
 
The Township recognizes that some areas may be experiencing problems, and that the 
failure to fulfill prior commitments to extend public sewer has been confusing for some 
residents.  The Township’s current approach is intended to ultimately resolve questions 
regarding the need for public sewer via detailed data as would be collected from the on-
lot sewage management program and incorporation of that data in future planning, 
anticipated in 5 – 10 years.  This approach would target any areas needing public as 
accurately as possible and allow for consideration of economies of scale for any future 
sewer extensions; serving only one neighborhood now while detailed investigation is 
ongoing for others could result in installation of sewage system infrastructure which is 
not designed or sized for the scope of sewage extension(s) as could be identified in the 
near future.  The Township will consider the noted conditions in the West Wynn I 
neighborhood in future planning to address any public sewage need in the most cost-
effective fashion. 


