
In the summer issue of the Gazette, I described the first 
phase of Friends of Oakbourne’s (FoO) renovation of the 
Clock Garden which is located in front of the Oakbourne 
mansion. FoO has been busy during the summer months 
watering the newly installed plants using the irrigation 
system that was installed in the garden, keeping the 
garden weed free, and discovering the best strategy to 
keep deer from munching on the knock-out roses in the 
garden. We also completed the “growing” part of the 
garden by planting several clumps of lavender in each 
quadrant of the garden (see diagram)

Much to the delight of the FoO volunteers maintaining 
the garden, this summer was relatively wet and mild. 
Irrigation was required most of the weeks of the 
summer, but we did not have many hot scorching 
days that were hard on our newly installed plants. An 
intermittent problem turned out to be deer eating the 
buds and flowers of the knock out roses; this was mostly 
solved by spraying the roses with a deer repellent spray. 
We found that the roses have to be sprayed at least 
every two weeks and after heavy rains which seem 
to wash most of the repellent from the plants. Deer 
population and pressure is extreme in the park and we 
are hoping to be able to “train” the deer in the future 
to stay away from the roses by conscientious spraying 
starting in early spring when plants emerge from their 
winter hiatus. I have found that this technique works 
well with deer “candy” like the hostas and tulips in 
my yard which also is under extreme deer pressure. 
Conscientious weekly spraying in the spring seems to 

train the deer not to bother with the plants for the rest of 
the summer and I do not have to spray my plants from 
June onward. Whether this technique will work in the 
park remains to be seen.

While the “growing” part of the Clock Garden has been 
completed, we are looking to add some features to 
complete our plans for the garden. The first feature we 
want to focus on is the addition of four stone benches – 
one to be installed in each quadrant of the Clock Garden. 
These benches will complement the architecture of the 
mansion and provide sitting areas in the garden for rest 
and contemplation. If you are interested in donating one 
of these dedicated benches, please contact me using the 
contact information at the end of this article.

Two years ago FoO started to renovate the Oakbourne 
water tower garden. You may recall we planted native 
oakleaf hydrangeas in the gardens on each side of the 
path leading to the water tower entrance. These plants 
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have really taken to their new home, blooming with  
large white flowers this spring/summer, and they now 
provide a beautiful alcove and backdrop for a wedding 
ceremony. FoO also is adding plants to compliment the 
Japanese maple and hydrangeas in the water tower 
garden. We just recently added a Blue Beard or blue-mist 
shrub (Caryopteris × clandonensis ‘Longwood Blue’). This 
attractive woody shrub is drought tolerant and grows to 
be about 5 feet tall and wide. It blooms with beautiful 
blue flowers in late summer and early fall, and was in full 
bloom when I took its picture in mid-September.

And finally, FoO planted two dedicated trees this 
summer. The first tree was a yellowwood dedicated to 
the memory of Denise Kweeder by Jennifer and Fabiano 
Muner. This tree is a native species and is the second 
of a group of two yellowwood trees that are replacing a 
magnificent old yellowwood that recently was removed 
because of old age and safety considerations. The tree 
is located in the triangular shaped island area near the 
mansion on the park entry road. The yellowwood has 
a wonderful display of unusual pink/white drooping 
flowers in the spring and is an unusual and unique tree 
that, for some reason, is not used much in landscaping.

The second tree planted was a paperbark maple  
(Acer griseum) in honor of Advent Lutheran Church’s 
50th anniversary in 2017. The paperbark maple was 
planted in the “Bark Woodlet” area of the park between 
the walking path and the Gaudenzia border within the 
park. This area is designated for planting trees with 
interesting and unusual bark and the paperbark maple 
satisfies that criteria nicely. It’s thin paper like bark peels 
off to reveal brown/cinnamon colored new bark as the 
tree grows and its soft green leaves turn scarlet in the 
fall. The tree is a slow grower and may eventually reach 
a height of 25 feet.
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INTERESTED IN IMPROVING YOUR BEAUTIFUL TOWNSHIP PARK? 

Please join us at the Friends of Oakbourne’s upcoming meeting at 7:00 pm on January 18, 2018 at Oakbourne Mansion. 
Contact Tom Bare (tmbare@hotmail.com or 610-399-1572) if you are interested in donating a park bench or tree to be 
planted in Oakbourne Park to honor a special person or loved one or to commemorate an important occasion. 
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