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 WESTTOWN TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REGULAR MEETING 
Westtown Township Municipal Building, 1039 Wilmington Pike, Westtown   

Monday, November 7, 2016 at 7:30 PM 
 

 
In attendance were: Chair Carol De Wolf, Vice Chair Tom Haws, Police Commissioner Mike Di Domenico, 
Township Manager Rob Pingar, Director of Public Works Mark Gross, Historical Commissioner Pat 
McDonough, and Planning Commissioner Elaine Adler.  There were 21 guests present.  
 

I. Pledge of Allegiance & Call to Order 
 

Ms. De Wolf led the Pledge of Allegiance, and called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  She began by 
clarifying an item under Announcements on the agenda.  She stated that the meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 16, 6:30 pm at Stetson Middle School auditorium is the first Planning 
Commission meeting with Toll Brothers to discuss their Conditional Use Application for Crebilly Farm.  
Members of the Board will not be present at this meeting. 

 
She asked if anyone was recording the meeting.  No one was. 
 

II. Approval of Minutes (October 17, 2016) 
 
Ms. De Wolf stated that the Board requested revisions to the minutes this afternoon. Mr. Haws made 
a motion to approve the revised minutes of the October 17, 2016 Board of Supervisors meeting.  Mr. 
Di Domenico seconded the motion.  There was no public comment and the minutes were approved.  
The revised minutes will be sent via listserv tomorrow. 
 

III. Workshop Meeting Summary (November 7, 2016) 
 
Ms. De Wolf stated that the Board discussed the following items in their workshop session: 
 

1. Resolution 2016-13 regarding the Sunoco Pipeline 
2. Ordinance Amendment 2016-6 regarding Major Home Occupation   
3. Agreements with Brandolini for the Giant Store Expansion 
4. WEGO Police Pension 
5. Township Parks  
6. Taylor Family Veterans Memorial Marker location alternatives 

 
The Board also held an Executive Session on legal matters. 
 
There were no questions regarding the workshop. 
 

IV. Departmental Reports 
 

A. Public Works – Mark Gross 
 

Mr. Gross reported that the crew re-contoured drainage swales on Skiles Blvd. and Green Lane.  
The mast arm destroyed by a fallen tree at the Rt. 926 and S. New Street signal was replaced.  
The battery backup also had to be replaced. The cost of this will be covered by insurance.  The 
cameras for the signal at Shiloh Road and 926 and 202 was also adjusted for better timing.   
 
The Taylor Memorial markers have been removed from Pleasant Grove and are in storage until 
an alternate location is chosen. 
 
Pumps for the Kirkwood and Cobblefield pump stations were rebuilt and installed and everything 
is working fine. 
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Salt spreaders have been mounted on the trucks for the winter season.  A small 2001 dump truck 
has been put up for municipal auction, and the proceeds will be used to offset the cost of 
replacing it with a new truck. 
 
There were no comments or questions. 
 

B. Historical Commission (HC) – Pat McDonough      
 
Mr. McDonough reported that although some have declined, many residents on the Historic 
Resources List have responded positively to the letter requesting access to photograph their 
properties. As the consent forms come in, the HC will make arrangements to take photographs.   
 
Mr. McDonough stated that the HC is considering alternative sites for the placement of the Taylor 
Memorial monuments that were removed from Pleasant Grove after resident protest.  In 
hindsight, the HC recognizes that they could have done a better job in getting resident feedback 
regarding the monuments.  The HC is seeking guidance from the Board on the project.  Mr. Haws 
stated that the Board discussed the monuments during their workshop session.  The Board is 
looking to form a committee to determine the best location for relocating the Taylor Memorial, and 
perhaps consider a monument to all Westtown veterans.   
 
Commissioner Ray Sarnacki is heading the research effort on a sliver of land containing the 1730 
Huey ruins on S. New Street, and preparing a conservation plan for this property if it is transferred 
to the township.  
 
For the next Westtown Gazette article, the commission is interviewing a longtime Westtown 
resident and will recount her memories of life in Westtown over the past fifty years. 
 
The commission also discussed the Shiloh AME church cemetery.  Several members of the West 
Chester University Student Veterans group attended the HC meeting to offer their assistance in 
reclaiming this cemetery where several black Civil War soldiers are buried. 
 
There were no comments or questions. 
 

C. Planning Commission (PC) – Elaine Adler       
 
Mrs. Adler stated that the October 19 PC meeting was primarily dedicated to two ZHB 
applications, the review of the Comprehensive Plan, and a great deal of public comment 
concerning the proposed development of Crebilly Farm. 
 
The PC will meet for a workshop session on November 9 at 6pm to prepare for the review of the 
Toll Brothers application.  The regular meeting agenda will concern the Westtown Woods 
proposed development.   
 
To review the Toll Brothers Crebilly conditional use application, the PC has scheduled two special 
meetings at Stetson Middle School auditorium to accommodate a larger audience.  The first 
meeting will be Wednesday, November 16 at 6:30, at which Toll Brothers will present their plan.  
The second meeting will be on December 15, also at 6:30.  Mr. Haws asked if the township has 
received the application.  Mrs. Adler stated that the application and plan was dropped off on 
Friday.  The PC will make their initial review of the application at their November 9 workshop.  
Residents may view a copy of the application and plan at the township building.  The application 
will also be posted on the township website. 
 
There were no other questions or comments. 
 

V. Public Comment Non Agenda Items 
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Kelby Hershey of Cochranville stated he served in the Army and the Army Reserve, with 
deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan.  He returned, and started attending West Chester 
University (WCU), where he joined the Student Veterans Group.  He spoke in support of the local 
veteran community.  He stated that the AME cemetery on Shiloh Road, has 7 documented Civil 
War Veterans buried there, yet the owner refuses to allow access to the property or maintain it 
despite state and local laws ensuring that veterans’ graves be protected and cared for.  Mr. 
Ritchie provided a brief history of the property and progress towards honoring these veterans.  He 
requested the Board’s support in honoring these veterans and offered his assistance.  He 
provided documents for the Board on the issue.  Ms. De Wolf stated the Board is aware of the 
issue and acknowledged the need to pursue a resolution.  Township Solicitor, Patrick McKenna, 
stated that he has met with county and state officials on the matter, but the Township has not 
received support and the there is no legal power at the township level. 
 
Richard Simpson, Vice President of the Student Veterans Group at WCU, also spoke on the 
issue of the Shiloh Road AME cemetery, quoting Section 4 of the Veterans’ Graves Act.  Mr. 
McKenna again stated that in his meetings with county and state representatives over a year ago, 
they did not support the initiative to restore the cemetery. 
 
William Todd, a local veteran and member of the Student Veteran’s group also expressed the 
importance of supporting the veterans that helped shape our country.  He read a letter to Mr. 
Pingar regarding the neglected Westtown Shiloh AME cemetery. 
 
Mr. Di Domenico thanked the gentlemen for their time and dedication on the issue, and said that 
the Board has been working to address the AME cemetery for several years.  Mr. Haws added 
that the Veterans Graves Maintenance by County Act from which Mr. Simpson quoted applies to 
First Class counties, and Chester County is a Third Class county, so the document may not 
apply.  He expressed frustration over the roadblocks that the township solicitor has encountered 
at the county level. 
 

VI. Old Business    
 
A. Ordinance Amendment 2016-6- Major Home Occupation 

 
Mr. Haws stated that this ordinance amendment would amend the existing code §170-1605.G.4  
to allow for certain major home occupations at the intersection of two arterial streets. It has been 
reviewed by the township Planning Commission, the Chester County Planning Commission, and 
township solicitor.  He then made a motion to approve Ordinance 2016-6.  Mr. Di Domenico 
seconded the motion.  
 
Kathy Di Domenico, 1530 Woodland Road, asked if access would be allowed via Rt. 352.  Mr. 
Haws stated that PennDOT would not allow the addition of a driveway off Rt. 352. 
 
There was no other public comment and the motion was approved. 
 

B. Giant Store Expansion/Brandolini - Final plans & agreements   
 

The Board had five documents relating to the Giant Store expansion: 
 

1. Traffic Signal Maintenance Agreement 
2. Financial Security Agreement 
3. Development Agreement 
4. Stormwater Facilities Maintenance and Monitoring Agreement 
5. Declaration and Dedication of the Sanitary Sewer Easement 
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Mr. Haws made a motion to approve the five agreements relative to the Giant demolition and 
reconstruction project. The motion was seconded by Mr. Di Domenico. There was no public 
comment and the motion was approved. 
 

VII. New Business 
 
A. Appointment of Special Council to Planning Commission for Crebilly Tract/Toll Brothers 

Conditional Use application 
 

Mr. Haws made a motion to appoint Kristin Camp of the law firm Buckley, Brion, McGuire, & 
Morris LLP as special counsel to the Westtown Township Planning Commission for the Toll 
Brothers Conditional Use Application for the Crebilly Farm tract.  Mr. Di Domenico seconded the 
motion.  There was no public comment and the motion was approved. 
 

B. Resolution 2016-13 - Sunoco Pipelines    

Mr. Haws made a motion to approve Resolution 2016-13 expressing great concern about 
hazardous Natural Gas Liquids pipeline projects that increase the risk of catastrophic accidents 
which jeopardize the health, safety, and welfare of Westtown Township residents.  This resolution 
will be sent to the acting secretary of PADEP, the Pennsylvania Senate and House chairpersons 
of their respective Emergency Preparedness Committees, and Sunoco Logistics.  Mr. Di 
Domenico seconded the motion.   
 
Walter Pavelcheck, 1050 S. New Street, requested that the resolution be read or sent on the 
listserv.  Kathy Di Domenico also requested that it be sent on the listserv. The Board stated that 
the Resolution would be appended to the minutes of the meeting and sent on the listserv. 
 
Nancy Harkins, 1521 Woodland Road, thanked the Board for the resolution.  She also suggested 
an ordinance to address the pipeline.  She said Thornbury Township is working on a zoning 
ordinance and West Goshen has already implemented an ordinance.  Mr. McKenna stated that 
he was not aware of any ordinances executed by other municipalities regulating pipelines.  He 
said they may have ordinances addressing setbacks and dimensional issues, but stated that 
regulation of the pipeline was preempted at the municipal level.  He said he would be happy to 
contact solicitors from other municipalities and report back to the Board.  Ms. Harkins added that 
there will be a joint hearing of the senate and house next week.  She felt it would be helpful for 
residents who will be making comments at that hearing to have the resolution. 
 
There was no other public comment and Resolution 2016-13 was approved. 
 

VIII. Announcements 
 
Ms. De Wolf made the following announcements: 
 

1. There will be a special Planning Commission meeting on the Toll Brothers/Crebilly 
Conditional Use Application on Wednesday, November 16, 6:30 pm at Stetson Middle School 
auditorium.  

2. The Comprehensive Plan Update Task Force will be meeting on Thursday, October 27 at 
7:00 pm at the township building. 

3. The Parks & Recreation commission will be hosting their annual Westtown Winter Festival on 
Sunday, December 4, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm at Oakbourne Mansion. Enjoy holiday games, 
crafts, music, photo booth, and refreshments. Several craft vendors will also be offering their 
wares. 

IX. Public Comment on All Topics 
 

There was none. 
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X. Payment of Bills 

 
Mr. Di Domenico made a motion to approve General Fund bills in the amount of $511,198.26, and 
Wastewater Fund bills in the amount of $46,664.96, and Capital Funds bills of $28,657.82, for a 
grand total of $586,521.04.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Haws.  There was no public comment 
and the check registers were approved. 
 

XI. Adjournment 
 

Mr. Haws made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Di Domenico.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:29 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Robert Pingar 
Township Manager 
 
 
 












