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WESTTOWN TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Westtown Municipal Building, 1039 Wilmington Pike, West Chester 

Thursday, November 17, 2016 6:00 P.M. 

 

 

In attendance: Commission members David Walter, Gail Guterl, Ray Sarnacki, Pat McDonough, 

Daniel Campbell, and Erica Reilly. 

 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

David Walter called the meeting to order at 6:10 PM. 

 

II. Approval of Minutes from October 20, 2016  

 

Gail Guterl made a motion to approve the minutes from October 20, 2016. Pat 

McDonough seconded the motion. 

 

III. Public Comment (non-agenda items) 

 

None. 

 

IV. Old Business 

 

A. Historic Resources Listing 
 

Gail Guterl has been collecting responses from the Historic Resources Listing. As of this 

week, she has received approximately a dozen responses from Westtown residents with a 

historic property. The feedback has been extremely positive, with residents submitting the 

histories of their homes. She has not reviewed all of the responses in detail to date; but will 

do so before the next Historical Commission meeting. 

B. Taylor Burial Ground Marker Dedication 

 

The Westtown Supervisors decided to create a citizens’ committee composed of one 

Historical Commissioner, one Parks & Recreation Commissioner, one Friends of 

Oakbourne member, and two to four citizens. The Supervisors also plan to enlist the 

help of a local landscape architect to help the committee develop a design for the 

memorial. 

 

The committee will discuss where to place the Taylor family markers that are 

currently in storage. The Supervisors had voted to remove the markers after receiving 

complaints from neighborhood residents.  

 

An email will be sent out via the Township’s Listserv asking for volunteers to sign up 

for the committee. The Historical Commission decided to name David Walter the 
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Historical Commission representative, as he has been involved in the Taylor Burial 

Ground fundraiser from the beginning. Dave accepted the nomination. 

 

C. Crebilly Farm Historical Aspects Report 

 

Toll Brothers commissioned an independent historic report of Crebilly Farm in 

anticipation of developing the property. At the planning meeting, they advised that 

they plan to tear down the smaller barn on the farm and use an older barn as a 

community center. They also said they plan to keep the Robinson family chapel. At 

the most recent township meeting regarding the Crebilly Farm development, the 

developers stated they are currently zoned for 312 houses but would like to build at a 

greater density of 397 homes and carriage homes.  

 

Pat McDonough advised he has a book about 1920’s Chester County that references 

the farm. He will send it to Dave to include in the report. The Historical Commission 

plans to have their report ready to present before the Planning Commission by early 

December. The next Crebilly Farm public meeting in front of the Planning 

Commission is scheduled for December 15. 

 

D. Shiloh AME Church and Graveyard 

 

The proposal to clean up the Shiloh AME Church and Graveyard has been gathering 

support, with West Chester University Veterans Club members attending meetings 

and pledging their help. Several of these members attended the previous Board of 

Supervisors meeting on November 7 and spoke about the importance of honoring the 

veterans buried there.  

 

Dave said that former Historical Commission member John Hoppe, who moved to 

Annapolis, informed Dave that he was in the process of writing a report about the 

Shiloh AME Church. The report will include all the background information and 

research he can discover about the soldiers and church members buried in the 

graveyard.  

 

E.  Huey House 

 

Ray Sarnacki has been researching the historic Huey property and ruin, and 

discovered a deed and mortgage from 1769. It states that James Huey took out a 

mortgage on the property after his father William Huey passed away. The property 

was sold for 5 shillings to Joseph Pierce, Thomas Taylor and Samuel Osbourne. 

These three were tasked with selling the Huey land to pay down the debts of the Huey 

family. Ray did not find any record that it was sold, but that isn’t unusual because a 

lot of the records have been lost or misplaced. He is still investigating who the land 

was sold to. Ray does know that nearly 30 years earlier, in 1730, William Huey 

bought the land from Mordecai Maddock and built his home on it.  
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If the township acquires the .55-acre tract of land of the Huey homestead, Ray 

believes they should attempt an archaeological dig. The purpose of this dig would be 

three things: 

 

1. Illustrate and describe life in early Westtown. 

2. Discover any military activity there; which is possible due to the 

property’s proximity to the Battle of Brandywine. 

3. Stabilize and preserve the ruins for residents to visit the site. 

 

V. New Business 

 

A. Articles for Upcoming Newsletters 

 

Gail Guterl will be writing an article about Barbara Bentley, a life-long Westtown 

resident and member of the Cheyney family, for the next issue of the Gazette. She 

will also be writing about African-American free Civil War solider Isaac Winters, 

who is buried in the Shiloh AME cemetery, for the spring issue of the Gazette. 

 

B. Commission Appointments 

 

Pat McDonough, one of the Historical Commission’s founding members, was told 

the Board of Supervisors would not renew his term. The Historical Commission 

discussed the time and dedication Pat has shown over the past years, as well as 

donating more than $30,000 of his time pro bono as an architect to help restore the 

Oakbourne Mansion and Water Tower, and resolved to draft a letter asking the 

Supervisors to reconsider their decision. The Historical Commission members 

unanimously voted to support drafting the letter and signing their names to it.  

 

The Historical Commission also decided to move the time of their December 15 

meeting from 6 pm to 5:30 pm so members could attend the next Crebilly Farm 

planning meeting.  

 

VI. Public Comment (All Topics) 

 

None. 

 

VII. Announcements 

 

None. 

 

VIII. Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

 


