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1.0 Background and Summary 
 

1.1 Background 
 

Westtown Township adopted an Act 537 Special Study to address the sewage needs 
of existing residences in 2012.  The 2012 Special Study evaluated Chester County 
Health Department (CCHD) repair permitting and sewage system pumping records, 
as well as soils, lot sizes, and age of sewage systems to identify individual on-lot 
sewage system conditions and repair feasibility within the eastern portion of the 
Township.  Based upon the available data, the Township’s selected alternative for all 
areas served by on-lot sewage systems was continued on-lot system use with repair or 
replacement by the property owner as needed, as well as implementation of an on-lot 
sewage management program (SMP).  The selected SMP will entail Township 
oversight of regular system maintenance as well as detailed inspections of all 
systems. 
   
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) correspondence dated 
June 7, 2013 approved the 2012 Act 537 Special Study for all areas of the Township 
except the West Wynn I area.  A copy of this letter can be found in Appendix A.  The 
West Wynn I area is comprised of 60 residential lots in the northeast quadrant of the 
Township which primarily front Charles Road, Diane Drive, Grant Road, and Leslie 
Lane. The SMP was deemed insufficient by DEP as a means of addressing the long 
term sewage needs of this area due to smaller lot sizes, prevalence of older sewage 
systems, and a relatively high incidence of lots which CCHD records indicate to be 
unsuitable for needed replacement of on-lot systems. 
   
The June 7, 2013 DEP letter requires at least two specific future planning efforts: 
additional planning for the West Wynn I area to be submitted within 120 days of the 
DEP action, and Township-wide planning (incorporating the findings of the SMP to 
update the sewage needs of existing residences) to be submitted within 10 years, 
assuming SMP data does not indicate an earlier need for specific areas. 
    
In accordance with the above-noted DEP action, the current planning effort is a 
limited scope Act 537 Special Study to further evaluate on-lot sewage system 
conditions and wastewater alternatives with respect to the West Wynn I area. 
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1.2 Summary 
 
Based upon data presented in the 2012 Special Study and additional updated 
information gathered for the current planning effort, 15% of parcels in the West 
Wynn I area are documented as having likely existing sewage system problems. 
 
Consideration of any public sewage service via conveyance to the Westtown-Chester 
Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) is constrained by existing sewer 
capacity restrictions. Based on available data, significant upgrades would be needed 
to alleviate capacity restrictions in the main interceptor which conveys sewage to the 
WWTP if any existing neighborhoods were connected. A limited scope sewer 
extension, as would be needed to serve only West Wynn I, would result in extremely 
high project costs per residence served. 
 
In consideration of the above, Westtown Township has determined that continued on-
lot sewage system use with SMP oversight is appropriate at this time.  Additional 
sewage planning will be prepared for West Wynn I in the future which will 
incorporate inspection findings from the SMP program and additional technical 
analysis of the main interceptor capacity. 
 
Discussion of the updated sewage needs analysis and alternatives to address identified 
sewage needs follows.  Significant portions of this discussion rely upon information 
presented in the 2012 Act 537 Special Study, which should be referenced as 
applicable. 
 

2.0    Sewage Needs Analysis 
 

As discussed in Chapter II of the 2012 Act 537 Special Study, the following sewage needs 
criteria were previously evaluated for the eastern portion of Westtown Township, including 
the West Wynn I area: 
 

• Chester County Health Department records – the CCHD issues permits for all on-
lot sewage systems and investigates reports of sewage system malfunctions.  The 
CCHD also maintained a database for sewage system pumping activities which was 
discontinued in August 2012.  Detailed lot-specific data regarding incidence of 
malfunction and on-lot repair feasibility can be identified via the CCHD permitting 
records, and pumping records can identify lots which may be experiencing sewage 
system problems as evidenced by pumping more frequently than once per year. 
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• Age of sewage systems – DEP policies identify areas constructed prior to initiation 
of current standards for on-lot sewage systems in 1972 as potential sewage needs 
areas. 

 
• Soils mapping – data which categorizes soils with regard to on-lot sewage system 

suitability can help identify the likelihood of current or future problems. 
   

• Lot sizes – the size of lots can help identify where sufficient area may exist to 
install replacement on-lot sewage system absorption areas if needed. 

  
A brief summary of each criterion as applicable to the West Wynn I area follows, with 
updated information where available. 
 
2.1 Chester County Health Department Records 
 

CCHD sewage system repair permitting records documented in the 2012 Special 
Study included all available data through June of 2012. Based upon updated CCHD 
records through July of 2013, there are two lots in the West Wynn I area which have 
since received permits for installation of new absorption areas to address both a 
malfunction and a failed certification.  Both absorption areas were permitted without 
reducing any minimum isolation distance requirements.  No additional CCHD 
information is available with regard to frequent sewage system pumping activities. 
 
Map 1 illustrates the updated CCHD records for the West Wynn I area in accordance 
with the categories discussed in the 2012 Special Study, and Table 1 shows the 
relative incidence of each CCHD data category in the West Wynn I area.   A 
summary of CCHD records by parcel for the West Wynn I area can be found in 
Appendix B. 

Table 1 
Summary of CCHD Data Categories  

   
CCHD Data Category No. of Parcels % of Total 

Absorption Area Repair, No Mitigating Circumstances 9 15.00% 
Non Absorption Area Repair (tank replacement) 2 3.33% 
No Repair Feasible 4 6.67% 
Repair Potential Unresolved 1 1.67% 
Frequent Pumping (and not identified as no repair feasible) 4 6.67% 
No CCHD Data 40 66.66% 
Total No. of Parcels 60 100.00% 
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The parcels which have been subject to satisfactory absorption area repair, non-
absorption area repairs and those for which no CCHD data are available cumulatively 
comprise 85% of the West Wynn I area.  No clear indication of current sewage 
system absorption area problems is evidenced by parcels in these categories. 
Indicators of potential existing sewage system problems (no repair feasible, repair 
potential unresolved, and frequent pumping) collectively comprise 15% of the West 
Wynn I area. 
 

2.2 Age of Sewage Systems 
 

The 2012 Special Study noted that most of the West Wynn I area was originally 
constructed prior to initiation of current DEP on-lot sewage system regulations in 
1972.  Where CCHD data indicated new absorption area installations, the age of 
sewage systems was appropriately adjusted to reflect status as post 1972 installations. 
  
The analysis conducted as part of the 2012 Special Study was updated for the current 
planning effort in consideration of the following: 
 

• Two new absorption area installations have been permitted by CCHD on 
lots which were previously designated as having sewage systems older 
than 1972. 

 
• A search of Chester County Recorder of Deeds information has verified 

that two of the 4 lots in the northern portion of the West Wynn I area were 
created as building lots by a plan recorded in 1981.  These lots were 
previously indicated as having a combination of pre and post 1972 sewage 
systems; post 1972 sewage systems are now indicated. 

 
• Those lots which are not documented by CCHD or Recorder of Deeds 

records to contain sewage systems or structures of post 1972 construction 
have been classified as unknown. This determination is supported by the 
age of available CCHD data, which does not address any repair permitting 
activity prior to 1999, and the probability that many of these 
approximately 50 year old homes had new sewage systems installed 
subsequent to 1972 and prior to 1999.  

 
In total, 11 lots (approximately 18% of the West Wynn I area) are documented to 
contain post 1972 sewage system.  The remaining 49 lots (approximately 82% of the 
West Wynn I area) contain sewage systems of unknown age.  The distribution of 
these categories is depicted on Map 2. 
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2.3 Soils 
 
As noted in the 2012 Special Study, soil data and information produced by the 
National Cooperative Soil Survey, operated by the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), indicates that the West Wynn I area contains solely 
soils which are classified urban land.  Soil map units described by the NRCS data as 
urban land are not rated by the NRCS for specific on-lot sewage disposal system 
suitability.  The majority of the soils in these areas have been disturbed by 
development activities and no determination of on-lot sewage disposal limitations is 
accordingly provided by the NRCS. 
 
Given the urban lands designation, site specific soils evaluations would be needed to 
identify suitability for on-lot sewage disposal.  The available CCHD records indicate 
that a total of 14 lots pursued absorption area repairs and associated soils evaluations.  
Of these, 9 were found to have suitable soils for a replacement sewage system, 1 
remains indeterminate, and 4 were found to have unsuitable soils. These findings, 
while incomplete with regard to the entire West Wynn I area, suggest areas of both 
suitable and unsuitable soils are present. 
 
It is also noted that several streams traverse the West Wynn I area, and 3 of the 4 lots 
which CCHD records indicate to have unsuitable soils contain portions of these 
watercourses.  Although no FEMA 100 year flood plains are mapped in the area, 
unsuitable soils are expected to generally correlate to lower elevation areas proximate 
to these streams. 
 

2.4 Lot Sizes 
 

Lot sizes of less than 1 acre in the West Wynn I area were evaluated in the 2012 
Special Study to identify smaller lots which may prove challenging for siting a 
replacement absorption area. The majority of the area (50 lots, or approximately 83%) 
has lots of less than 1 acre.  Mapping from the prior planning effort illustrates these 
findings and remains applicable. 
 

In summary, the criteria discussed above indicate that 15% of the West Wynn I area may 
be experiencing existing on-lot sewage system problems.  The available data suggests that 
the balance of the area may present long term concerns with on-lot system function, 
primarily due to a prevalence of small lot sizes and potentially unsuitable soils associated 
with stream corridors.  Alternatives to address these conditions are discussed in the 
following section.  
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3.0 Wastewater Alternatives 

Public sewage and continued on-lot sewage system alternatives are discussed below.  
Discussion of public sewage alternatives relies primarily upon information from prior 
Township planning efforts due to the limited time allotted by DEP for preparation of this 
Special Study. 
 
For the purposes of this planning effort, public sewage alternatives also do not generally 
consider the four lots in the northern portion of the West Wynn I area which have private 
easements for access to Manley Road but do not abut any public roadway.  In accordance 
with the Second Class Township Code, Westtown Township can only enforce public sewer 
connections where the primary structure is located within 150 feet of a public sewer; there 
are no existing public easements or rights-of-way that would facilitate installation of public 
sewers within the prescribed distance to structures on these lots. 
 
3.1 Public Sewage Service with Treatment and Disposal at the Westtown-Chester Creek 

Wastewater Treatment Plant 

The main interceptor which would convey any West Wynn I sewage flows to the 
Westtown-Chester Creek WWTP does not appear to have capacity to accept any new 
sewage flows, based upon an analysis of pipe diameters, slopes, and estimated current 
flows.  No comprehensive meter data has been collected to date, but analysis using a 
flow of 250 gallons per day (GPD) per equivalent dwelling unit (EDU) and a peaking 
factor of 2.5 indicates that the interceptor has no available capacity to serve any 
additional connections.    

The 2012 Act 537 Special Study included an analysis of a low pressure sewer system 
alternative to serve West Wynn I as well as other neighborhoods in the same portion 
of the Township.  The main interceptor capacity restrictions were addressed within 
that alternative by upgrades to the Kirkwood pump station (which presently 
discharges to the main interceptor upstream of West Wynn I), re-routing the pump 
station force main to remove pump station flows from areas of the main interceptor 
that are infeasible to upgrade (these portions are located on residential lots and 
proximate to existing structures), and upgrading the interceptor between the proposed 
new force main connection and the WWTP.   Map IV-2 and Appendix F from the 
2012 Act 537 Special Study illustrates these improvements and estimated costs 
respectively. 

Estimated construction, legal, administrative, engineering, and inspection costs for 
the main interceptor improvements resulted in a total 2012 project cost of 
approximately $3,666,000, or $9,300 per residence for the 392 lots considered in the 
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prior planning.  Total project costs are not generally scalable relative to just a West 
Wynn I sewer connection; a similar level of main interceptor upgrades would be 
necessary for West Wynn I alone.  The significantly reduced economy of scale would 
result in project costs of approximately $65,500 per home for service to only 56 lots 
in the West Wynn I area.  Installation of sewers within the development would 
increase the project costs per residence.   

Development sewer alternatives are discussed below in consideration of the main 
interceptor capacity concerns. 
 
3.1.1 Gravity Sewer System 

This alternative would effectively entail implementation of prior Township 
Act 537 planning approved by DEP in 2006, as applicable to just the West 
Wynn I area. 
 
The 2006 approved planning proposed an all gravity sewer extension to 
approximately 900 residences in the eastern portion of Westtown Township. 
Subsequent 2007 preliminary design efforts included topographic surveys and 
evaluation of residential building sewer elevations to refine proposed pipe 
depths, locations, and pump station requirements.  These efforts indicated that 
sewers would need to be in excess of 30 feet deep in places, a depth which is 
both cost prohibitive and in excess of accepted construction standards.  A 
gravity sewer layout was consequently developed which would have reduced 
maximum pipe depths to 25 feet, requiring a very limited number of grinder 
pump connections.  Total 2007 costs for this project, including main 
interceptor upgrades, were estimated to be approximately $56,221,800, or 
over $63,000 per residence.  This alternative was deemed cost prohibitive by 
the Township and could not be implemented. 
 
Implementing only the West Wynn I portion of this alternative would result in 
yet higher project costs per residence. The 2007 preliminary design efforts 
relative to just West Wynn I addressed all gravity sewer service to 54 homes 
at a total estimated cost of approximately $3,431,000.  Based upon 
construction cost indices published by the Engineering News Record for the 
Philadelphia region, construction costs have increased approximately 20.8% 
since 2007.  Associated escalation of the 2007 cost estimate results in a 2013 
cost of approximately $4,144,000, or $76,700 per residence for installation of 
a gravity collection system.  Adding these costs to the downstream main 
interceptor improvement costs as discussed above would result in a total 
project cost of approximately $7,810,000, or $144,600 per home. 
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Gravity sewer service with conveyance to the Westtown-Chester Creek 
WWTP is not economically feasible and this alternative cannot be 
implemented. 

 
3.1.2  Mostly Gravity Sewer System 

The Township’s 2007 preliminary design efforts pursuant to the 2006 
approved Act 537 planning also considered a gravity sewer system with 
approximately 6% of the 900 residences to be served via grinder pump 
connections in lieu of gravity sewer connections.  This alternative was 
considered in an effort to reduce costs, in that maximum pipe depths would 
have been reduced to approximately 20 feet.   

Total 2007 estimated project costs were approximately $47,543,000 (inclusive 
of main interceptor upgrades), resulting in a total cost of over $53,000 per 
residence.  The reduced costs were still excessive, and the Township 
accordingly determined that this alternative could not be implemented.  
 
Implementing only the West Wynn I portion of this alternative would result in 
yet higher project costs per residence.  Associated 2007 estimates to connect 
50 homes in the West Wynn I area via gravity sewer and 4 homes via grinder 
pumps were approximately $2,608,000.  Based upon construction cost indices 
published by the Engineering News Record for the Philadelphia region, 
construction costs have increased approximately 20.8% since 2007.  
Associated escalation of the 2007 cost estimate results in a 2013 cost of 
approximately $3,151,000, or $58,400 per residence.  Adding these costs to 
the downstream main interceptor improvement costs as discussed above 
would result in a total project cost of approximately $6,817,000, or $126,300 
per home. 
 
Mostly gravity sewer service with conveyance to the Westtown-Chester Creek 
WWTP is not economically feasible and this alternative cannot be 
implemented. 

 
3.3.3 Low Pressure Sewer System 

 
As previously noted, the 2012 Special Study considered a low pressure sewer 
system alternative to serve approximately 392 residences in the West Wynn I 
area and other nearby neighborhoods.  Detailed estimated costs were 
presented in Appendix F of the 2012 Special Study.  The total estimated 



WEST WYNN I AREA ACT 537 SPECIAL STUDY 
WESTTOWN TOWNSHIP, PA 

Page | 11  
V:\Projects\1551\PA_Westtown\20911093\Eng_Data\Final Special Study Sep 2013\Final SS.docx 

project costs of approximately $12,292,000 (which included main interceptor 
upgrades and grinder pump purchase for each lot) would have resulted in a 
cost of approximately $31,300 per home.  Additional homeowner costs of 
approximately $4,000 to $5,000 would also have been incurred for on-lot 
system abandonment, grinder pump installation, and lateral installation. 

The Township determined that the existing on-lot sewage system conditions 
did not warrant these costs.  This determination was based upon evaluation of 
sewage needs indicators throughout the study area of the 2012 planning, 
categorized by conditions which suggest existing sewage needs and those 
which may present long term sewage needs concerns.  The existing sewage 
needs category consisted of the following Chester County Health Department 
data sets: 1) repair permit application with no repair feasible, 2) repair permit 
application with repair feasibility unresolved and 3) pumping more than once 
per year.  Properties in the existing sewage needs category comprised 
approximately 8% of the study area.  The Township determined that the 
significant cost burden of public sewers was not justified when the available 
data showed only 8% of the homes to be potentially experiencing on-lot 
system problems. 

Although West Wynn I existing sewage needs appear to be more significant 
relative to the larger area considered in 2012, total costs for low pressure 
sewer system service would also be much higher if only West Wynn I were 
served.  As described in Appendix F of the 2012 Act 537 Special Study, 
estimated construction, legal, administrative, engineering, and inspection costs 
for low pressure sewers (including grinder pump purchase for each lot) in 
West Wynn I alone were approximately $1,243,000 to serve 56 lots, or 
$22,200 per lot.  Adding these costs to the downstream main interceptor 
improvement costs as discussed above would result in a total project cost of 
approximately $4,909,000, or $87,700 per home.  
 
In the absence of more detailed information regarding existing on-lot sewage 
system conditions as would be gathered through the SMP inspections, the 
Township has determined that these extremely high costs are unwarranted. 

      
3.2 Public Sewage Service with Treatment and Disposal at the West Goshen Wastewater 

Treatment Plant 

Portions of the East Goshen Township sewer system in the vicinity of the West Wynn 
I area convey to the West Goshen Township WWTP, and Westtown currently has 
treatment capacity reserved in the West Goshen WWTP sufficient for West Wynn I.   
Time constraints inherent in the current planning effort preclude any detailed 
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technical or financial consideration of this alternative; however, if SMP findings 
indicate that only West Wynn I is in need of public sewer and future main interceptor 
studies do not otherwise dictate needed upgrades, further study may be warranted to 
identify costs and feasibility of conveyance through East Goshen’s sewer system to 
the West Goshen WWTP.   

Further consideration of this alternative is subject to additional study of existing main 
interceptor capacity restrictions and evaluation of SMP inspections to identify 
potential future flows. 

3.3 Continued Use of On-Lot Sewage Systems with On-lot Sewage Management 
Program Oversight 

 
This alternative would provide for continued on-lot sewage system use, with repair, 
replacement, or increased maintenance by each property owner as needed to address 
any incidence of malfunction.  The SMP as discussed in the 2012 Special Study 
would provide for detailed inspections to clarify actual system conditions, while also 
providing a framework for Township oversight of any malfunctions identified. A 
copy of the draft ordinance describing associated SMP activities can be found in 
Appendix C. 
 
Inherent in this alternative are the following additional Township actions: 
 

• Collect SMP inspection data for West Wynn I and surrounding neighborhoods 
which would need to convey through the main interceptor if connected to the 
Westtown-Chester Creek WWTP in the future.  Collection of this data would 
allow the Township to make an updated determination on the need for public 
sewer and identify any associated main interceptor capacity increases in a 
more informed and cost effective manner. 

 
• Meter flows for key main interceptor segments to clearly identify average and 

wet weather peak flows.  An accurate baseline for needed upgrades can 
thereby be established to facilitate future planning and consider more cost 
effective solutions as may be relevant if a limited sewer extension project 
similar to that which would serve only West Wynn I is needed in the future.  

 
• Investigate feasibility of West Wynn I conveyance through neighboring East 

Goshen Township for treatment and disposal at the West Goshen WWTP.  
This effort would be undertaken if the SMP inspection findings result in a 
determination that public sewer service to West Wynn I is necessary and no 
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significant other public sewage needs are identified which would also warrant 
consideration of main interceptor upgrades. 

 
• Submit an updated Act 537 Special Study to DEP in the future which captures 

all studies discussed above and associated determinations regarding the long 
term sewage needs of West Wynn I. 

 
The available data suggests that 15% of the West Wynn I area may be experiencing 
existing on-lot sewage system problems.  Public sewer alternatives document total 
potential project costs in excess of $87,000 per residence if new sewer extensions 
were constructed to serve only West Wynn I by the Township’s WWTP.   In the 
absence of additional information regarding sewage needs and public sewage 
conveyance alternatives, continued on-lot sewage system use with SMP 
implementation is the most cost effective alternative for the West Wynn I area. 
 

4.0 Selected Alternative and Implementation Schedule 
 

4.1 Selected Alternative 
 

The selected alternative for the West Wynn I area is continued use of on-lot sewage 
systems with the SMP, as well as additional data collection and planning by the 
Township as discussed in Section 3.3. 
 

4.2 Implementation Schedule 
 
 Milestones to address the selected alternative are presented in Table 2 on the 

following page. 
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Table 2 
Implementation Schedule  

 
TASK DATE 

Complete Draft West Wynn I Special Study July 2013 

Public Agency Reviews (60 Days) July – September 2013 

Public Comment Period (30 Days) July – September 3013 

Township Adoption and DEP Submission October 2013 

Main Interceptor Metering(1) November 2013 - April 2014 

Adopt On-Lot Management Ordinance(2) December 2013 

Collect and Analyze SMP Inspection Data(3) January 2014 - March 2015 

Prepare Updated Draft Act 537 Special Study(4) April 2015 - May 2016 

Agency Reviews and Public Comment Period for Updated Special Study June - August 2016 

Prepare Final Updated Special Study September 2016 

Adopt Updated Special Study and Submit to DEP October 2016 
(1) Assumes meter data collection through typical wet period of November - April; more or less time may be needed 

depending upon actual weather conditions. 
(2) Timing per 2012 Act 537 Special Study approved by DEP June 7, 2013; ordinance to be adopted by December 7, 2013 

and a copy to be submitted to DEP within 7 days of adoption. 
(3) One year for collection of all SMP inspection findings for West Wynn I and nearby neighborhoods plus 90 days for 

inspection report submissions and Township evaluations 
(4) Includes evaluation of conveyance to West Goshen WWTP if needed and public meetings with affected residents. 



 

 

Appendix A:  
 

DEP June 7, 2013 Correspondence 
 
 
 
 











 

 

 
 

Appendix B:  

Summary of Chester County Health Department Records 
 



Parcel No. Site Address Permit No. Permit Status
Application 

Date
Issued Date

Final Approval 
Date

Repair Reason
Absorption Area 

Permitted
Additional File Review Comments

67-2G-21 401 Leslie La Z126341 Approved Not specified 11/15/2012 11/19/2012
Unsatisfactory 
Certification

Subsurface Sand 
Filter Bed

67-2G-23 307 Diane Dr Z015429 Approved 5/19/2006 5/19/2006 6/15/2006  Septic Tank Only
TANK ONLY PERMIT FINALED 6/15/06; CCHD DATABASE 
SHOWS > 1 PUMP/YR, BUT ONLY 1 PUMP SINCE PERMIT 
FINALED

67-2G-24 305 Diane Dr Q20057 Approved 8/13/1999 8/13/1999 9/28/1999 Malfunction Standard Bed
67-2G-25 303 Diane Dr R18361 Approved 12/1/2003 12/1/2003 12/17/2003 Malfunction Standard Trench
67-2G-5 308 Diane Dr T021343 Not issued 4/13/2004 Malfunction FAILED ESM PERC, NO ADDITIONAL INFO

67-2G-7 312 Diane Dr T008828 Not issued 10/16/2003
Unsatisfactory 
Certification

LZ@84+", PERC FAILED @ 12"/36", PERC PASSED @ 60", 
NO ADDITIONAL INFO

67-2G-9 402 Diane Dr Z042695 Issued Not specified 7/1/2013 Malfunction Standard Bed

67-2H-1 501 Leslie La R35149 Approved 9/21/2000 9/21/2000 10/24/2000 Malfunction Septic Tank Only

67-2H-18 1504 Charles Rd O17182 Approved 4/9/1997 4/9/1997 5/12/1997 Not specified
Subsurface Sand 

Filter Bed

67-2H-22 1503 Charles Rd T018739 Not issued 10/12/2004 Malfunction
NO SUITABLE SITE PER CCHD, NO DRIP MICROMOUND 
SUITABILITY PER CPSS, DEP SFTF PERMIT APP SUBMITTED 
BUT NOT APPROVED

67-2H-27 419 Leslie La Z112000 Not issued 11/10/2011
Unsatisfactory 
Certification LZ <20" , NO PERC PER PERMIT DATA; SYSTEM PUMPED 8 

TIMES FROM 5/12/05 THRU 5/31/12 PER CCHD DATABASE

67-2H-29 1511 Grant Rd Z64673 Not issued 8/6/2008
Unsatisfactory 
Certification

NO SUITABLE SITE PER CCHD, CPSS TP'S INDICATE 
SUITABLE FOR DRIP BUT SEO NOTES SAY INSUFFICIENT 
AREA FOR DRIP; PUMPED 7 TIMES FROM 12/1/05 THRU 
1/16/12 PER CCHD DATABASE

67-2H-31 1507 Grant Rd Z056922 Approved 5/5/2010 10/18/2010 11/16/2010
Unsatisfactory 
Certification

Standard Bed

67-2H-32 1505 Grant Rd Q19688 Approved 9/27/1999 9/27/1999 10/7/1999
Unsatisfactory 
Certification

Standard Bed

67-2H-5 415 Leslie La T008783 Approved 10/29/2003 10/29/2003 12/15/2003
Unsatisfactory 
Certification

Standard Trench

67-2M-1 412 Diane Dr Z057223 Approved 1/7/2009 1/7/2009 3/25/2009 Malfunction Standard Bed
SYSTEM PUMPED 9 TIMES FROM 10/6/05 THRU 2/6/09 PER 
CCHD DATABASE; NEW AA FINALED 3/25/09, NO 
SUBSEQUENT PUMPING

CHESTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT SEWAGE SYSTEM REPAIR PERMITTING RECORDS IN WEST WYNN I AREA
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WESTTOWN TOWNSHIP 

CHESTER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 

ORDINANCE No. __ 

 

AN ORDINANCE GOVERNING MUNICIPAL MANAGEMENT 

OF ON-LOT SEWAGE DISPOSAL FACILITIES IN 

THE TOWNSHIP OF WESTTOWN, COUNTY OF CHESTER, PA 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Board of Supervisors of the 

Township of Westtown, County of Chester, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and it is hereby 

enacted and ordained by its authority as follows: 

 

Section 1. Short Title: Introduction; Purpose 

 

A. This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as “An Ordinance providing for an On-Lot 

Sewage Management Program for Westtown Township.” 

 

B. In accordance with the Second Class Township Code (53 PS §65101, et seq.), the Clean Streams 

Law (Act of June 27, 1937, P.L. 1987, No. 394 as amended, 35 P.S. §§691.1 to 691.1001), and 

the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act (Act of January 24, 1966, P.L. 1535 as amended, 35 P.S. 

§750.1 et seq. known as Act 537), it is the power and the duty of Westtown Township to provide 

for adequate sewage treatment and disposal facilities and for the protection of the public health 

by preventing the discharge of untreated or inadequately treated sewage. The Official Sewage 

Facilities Plan for Westtown Township indicates that it is necessary to formulate and implement 

a sewage management program to effectively prevent and abate water pollution and hazards to 

the public health caused by improper treatment and disposal of sewage. 

 

C. The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the regulation, inspection, maintenance and 

rehabilitation of On-lot Sewage Disposal Systems; to further allow intervention in situations 

which may constitute a public nuisance or hazard to the public health; and to establish penalties 

and appeal procedures necessary for the proper administration of a sewage management 

program. 

  

Section 2. Definitions 

 

A. Act 537: The Act of January 24, 1966, P.L. 1535, as amended, 35 P.S. § 750.1 et seq., known as 

the “Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act.” 

 

B. Authorized Agent: A person with demonstrated knowledge and experience regarding On-lot 

Sewage Disposal System design, operation, and maintenance who is authorized to function within 

specified limits as an agent of Westtown Township to administer or enforce the provisions of this 

Ordinance. 

 

C. Board: The Board of Supervisors,  Westtown Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania. 
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D. Community Onlot Sewage System: A sewage system which serves two or more lots, or two or 

more equivalent dwelling units, and uses a system of piping, tanks, or other facilities for 

collecting, treating, and disposing of sewage into a soil absorption area, retaining tank, or 

cesspool. 

 

E. Department: The Department of Environmental Protection of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

(DEP).  

 

F. Individual Residential Spray Irrigation System (IRSIS): An individual sewage system which 

serves a single dwelling and which treats and disposes of sewage through using a system of 

piping, treatment tanks, and soil renovation through spray irrigation. 

 

G. Individual Onlot Sewage System: A sewage system which serves a single lot and a single 

equivalent dwelling unit, and uses a system of piping, tanks, or other facilities for collecting, 

treating, and disposing of sewage into a soil absorption area, spray field, retaining tank, or 

cesspool. 

 

H. Initial Treatment Unit: Term used to describe the on-lot disposal system receiving unit to which 

sewage is delivered from a sewage generating facility.  The term includes, but is not limited to, 

septic tanks, aerobic treatment units, and cesspools. 

 

I. Liquid Waste: Septage pumped from septic tanks, cesspools, holding tanks, privies, or chemical 

toilets which does not include any toxic, industrial, or hazardous wastes. 

 

J. Liquid Waste Hauler: Any person engaged in the business of pumping and transporting liquid 

waste  within Chester County using vehicles licensed by the Chester County Health Department. 

 

K Lot: A parcel of land, undivided by any street or dedicated future street right-of-way.  Such parcel 

shall be separately described by metes and founds, the description of which is recorded in the 

office of the Recorder of Deeds of Chester County by deed description or is described by an 

approved subdivision plan recorded in the office of the Recorder of Deeds of Chester County.  

 

L. Maintenance Contractor:  A private independent contractor who has been given training by the 

original equipment manufacturer on the operations of applicable sewage system components, has 

been authorized by the manufacturer to service said components, or has demonstrated technical 

expertise in the field of on-lot sewage system maintenance. All Maintenance Contractors shall be 

approved by the Township to provide such maintenance services within the borders of the 

Township. 

 

M. Malfunction: A condition which occurs when an On-Lot Sewage Disposal System discharges 

sewage onto the surface of the ground, into ground waters of this Commonwealth, into surface 

waters of this Commonwealth, backs up into a building connected to the system or in any manner 

causes a nuisance or hazard to the public health or pollution of ground or surface water or 

contamination of public or private drinking water wells. Systems shall be considered to be 

malfunctioning if any condition noted above occurs for any length of time during any period of the 

year. 
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N. Retaining Tank: A watertight receptacle that receives and retains sewage and is designed and 

constructed to facilitate the ultimate disposal of the sewage at another site.  This term is 

synomomous with the term Holding Tank. 

 

O. Official Sewage Facilities Act 537 Plan: A comprehensive plan for the provisions of adequate 

sewage disposal systems, adopted by the Board and approved by the Pennsylvania Department of 

Environmental Protection, pursuant to the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act. 

 

P. On-Lot Sewage Disposal System: Any Community Onlot Sewage System or Individual Onlot 

Sewage System as defined herein. 

 

Q. Person: Any individual, association, public or private corporation for profit or not for profit, 

partnership, firm, trust, estate, department, board, bureau or agency of the Commonwealth, 

political subdivision, municipality, district, authority, or any other legal entity whatsoever which is 

recognized by law as the subject of rights and duties. Whenever used in any clause prescribing and 

imposing a penalty or imposing a fine or imprisonment, the term “person” shall include the 

members of an association, partnership or firm and the officers of any local agency or municipal, 

public or private corporation for profit or not for profit. 

 

R. Rehabilitation: Work done to modify, alter, repair, enlarge or replace an existing On-Lot Sewage 

Disposal System. 

 

S. Septage: The residual scum, sludge, and other materials pumped from, but not limited to, Initial 

Treatment Units, other treatment tanks, Retaining Tanks, pump tanks, and the systems they serve. 

 

T. Sewage: Any substance that contains any of the waste products or excrement or other discharge 

from the bodies of human beings or animals and any noxious or deleterious substances being 

harmful or inimical to the public health, or to animal or aquatic life, or to the use of water for 

domestic water supply or for recreation or which constitutes pollution under the Act of June 22, 

1937 (P.L. 1987, No. 394), known as “The Clean Streams Law,“ as amended. 

 

U. Sewage Enforcement Officer (SEO) — A person certified by DEP who is employed by the 

Chester County Health Department. Such person is authorized to conduct investigations and 

inspections, review permit applications, and do all other activities as may be provided for such 

person in the Sewage Facilities Act, the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder and this or 

any other ordinance adopted by the Township or Chester County Health Department. 

 

V. Sewage Management Program: A comprehensive set of legal and administrative requirements 

encompassing the requirements of this ordinance, the Sewage Facilities Act, the Clean Streams 

Law, the regulations promulgated thereunder and such other requirements adopted by the Board to 

effectively enforce and administer this Ordinance. 

 

W. Township: The Township of Westtown, Chester County, Pennsylvania. 

 

 The definition of any term defined herein is specific to this ordinance.  Any term which is not defined 

herein shall have that meaning attributed to it under the Sewage Facilities Act and Regulations 

promulgated thereto, also solely for the purposes of this ordinance.. 
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Section 3. Applicability 

 

A. From the effective date of this ordinance, its provisions shall apply to all portions of the Township 

served by On-Lot Sewage Disposal Systems.  Within such an area or areas, the provisions of this 

ordinance shall apply to all persons owning any property serviced by an On-Lot Sewage Disposal 

System and to all persons installing or rehabilitating On-Lot Sewage Disposal Systems. 

 

Section 4. Permit Requirements 

 

A. No building permit shall be issued for a new building which will utilize an On-lot Sewage 

Disposal System until an On-lot Sewage Disposal System permit has been issued by the Chester 

County Health Department SEO. Proof of On-lot Sewage Disposal System permit issuance shall 

be presented to the Township in the form of a properly executed permit signed by the Chester 

County Health Department SEO.  

 

B. No occupancy permit shall be issued for a new building which will utilize an On-lot Sewage 

Disposal System until the sewage disposal system has been installed and the completed 

installation is approved by the Chester County Health Department SEO. Proof of On-Lot Sewage 

Disposal System final installation approval shall be presented to the Township in the form of a 

properly executed permit signed by the Chester County Health Department SEO. 

 

C. No building or occupancy permit shall be issued for and no work shall begin on any alteration or 

conversion of any existing structure if said alteration or conversion will result in the increase or 

potential increase in sewage flows from the structure, until either the structure’s owner receives a 

permit from the Chester County Health Department SEO for alteration or replacement of the 

existing sewage disposal system or until the structure’s owner and the appropriate officials of the 

Township receive written notification from the Chester County Health Department SEO that such 

a permit will not be required. The Chester County Health Department SEO shall determine 

whether the proposed alteration or conversion of the structure will result in increased sewage 

flows. 

 

D. Sewage permits may be issued only by a Sewage Enforcement Officer employed by the Chester 

County Health Department.  

 

Section 5. Inspections 
 

A. Initial inspections. 

 

1. Each person owning a building served by an On-Lot Sewage Disposal System shall employ a 

Maintenance Contractor to complete an initial inspection for the purpose of determining the 

type, condition, and maintenance needs of each On-lot Sewage Disposal System. All such 

inspections shall be completed within three (3) years of the effective date of this ordinance, 

although the Board may define subsets of the Township where initial inspections shall be 

completed in shorter prescribed periods in order to facilitate administration. 

 

2. Initial inspections may be conducted concurrent with the pumping requirements of  Section 

7.A or Section 7.B, as applicable. 
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 3. A written inspection report signed by the Maintenance Contractor shall be furnished to the 

Township by the person owning the property served by the On-Lot Sewage Disposal System 

within thirty (30) days of the inspection.  All written inspection reports shall be on a form 

provided by the Township. 

 

 4.  Initial inspection requirements may be waived if a person owning a lot served by an On-lot 

Sewage Disposal System has had a new system installed in accordance with all Chester 

County Health Department and DEP standards within one year prior to the effective date of 

this ordinance.  Copies of all approved Chester County Health Department permit data, 

including plot plan, design specifications, percolation test reports, and installation inspection 

reports must be submitted to the Township to qualify for a waiver from the initial inspection 

requirements. 

 

B. Routine inspections. 

 

1. Each person owning a building served by an On-Lot Sewage Disposal System shall employ a 

Maintenance Contractor to complete routine inspections for the purpose of evaluating ongoing 

condition and maintenance needs of each On-lot Sewage Disposal System in the Township. 

  

2. Routine inspections shall be completed every three (3) years after either the date of initial 

inspection or a new On-lot Sewage Disposal System  installation pursuant to Section 5.A.4, as 

applicable. Routine inspections shall also be completed every three (3) years after final 

installation approval by the Chester County Health Department SEO for all On-lot Sewage 

Disposal Systems constructed after the effective date of this ordinance. 

 

3. Routine inspections may be conducted concurrent with the pumping requirements of  Section 

7.A or Section 7.B, as applicable. 

 

4. A written inspection report signed by the Maintenance Contractor shall be furnished to the 

Township by the Person owning the property served by the On-Lot Sewage Disposal System 

within thirty (30) days of the inspection. All written inspection reports shall be on a form 

provided by the Township. 

 

Section 6. Operation 

 

A. Only normal domestic wastes shall be discharged into any On-Lot Sewage Disposal System. The 

following shall not be discharged into the System: 

 

1. Industrial waste. 

2. Automobile oil and other non-domestic oil. 

3. Toxic or hazardous substances or chemicals, including but not limited to, pesticides, 

disinfectants (excluding household cleaners), acids, paints, paint thinners, herbicides, 

gasoline and other solvents. 
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4. Clean surface or ground water, including water from roof or cellar drains, springs, basement 

sump pumps, french drains, air conditioner condensate discharges, and dehumidifier 

discharges. 

5. Wastewater resulting from hair treatment at a multi-chaired beauty shops. 

6. Any non-biodegradable materials. 

 

B. The Township may require other operation or maintenance procedures to ensure proper On-Lot 

Sewage Disposal System performance. 

 

Section 7. Maintenance 

 

A. Each person owning a building served by an On-Lot Sewage Disposal System shall have the 

Initial Treatment Unit pumped within three years of the effective date of this ordinance by a 

Chester County Health Department licensed Liquid Waste Hauler. Thereafter, the property owner 

shall have the System pumped at least once every three years. Receipts from the Chester County 

Health Department licensed Liquid Waste Hauler shall be submitted by the property owner to the 

Township within the prescribed pumping periods. 

 

B. The required pumping frequency may be modified at the discretion of the Board of Supervisors or 

the Township’s Authorized Agent if the Initial Treatment Unit is undersized, if an inspection 

reveals solids or scum in excess of 1/3 of the liquid depth of the Tank, if the hydraulic load on the 

system increases significantly above average, if a garbage grinder is used in the building, if the 

system malfunctions or for other good cause shown. 

 

C. All On-lot Sewage Disposal System pumping shall be performed in accordance with Chapter 504 

of the Chester County Health Department regulations and shall also conform to the following 

minimum standards, unless other standards are specified by an equipment manufacturer:  

 

 1. At all times, the pumper truck operator’s personal safety, as well as protection of the 

environment and the landowner’s property, shall receive the highest priority. 

 2. Initial Treatment Units shall only be pumped from or through the manhole or access port 

(i.e., the largest tank opening). 

 3. Initial Treatment Units shall not be pumped from or through the observation or inspection 

port. 

 4. When necessary to break up solids, backwashing with clean water or material of a similar 

nature already on board the pumper truck may be employed. Mechanical means (scraping, 

raking, etc.) are not necessary but may be employed, provided that appropriate safeguards are 

taken to prevent injury. 

 5. When backwashing, care shall be taken not to fill or refill the Initial Treatment Units to a 

level greater than 12 inches below the elevation of the outlet pipe, where applicable. 

 6. No liquids or solids are to be discharged into or through the outlet pipe, where applicable. 

 7. Initial Treatment Units shall be deemed to be cleaned when all organic solids are removed 

and the total average liquid depth remaining is less than one inch. 

  8. At all times, and in all phases of operations, the Liquid Waste Hauler shall comply with all 

laws and regulations regarding the activities associated with On-Lot Sewage Disposal System 

maintenance and disposal of materials removed therefrom. 
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D. Any person owning a building served by an On-Lot Sewage Disposal System which utilizes any 

components or technologies deemed by DEP to require more detailed operation and maintenance 

requirements than provided for in this ordinance, including but not limited to Individual 

Residential Spray Irrigation Systems (IRSIS), Alternate Systems, or Experimental Systems shall 

be further subject to the maintenance responsibilites recommended by DEP for said system.  The 

Township may impose additional requirements as deemed necessary to provide for the increased 

oversight inherent in these cases, including but not limited to collection of an annual fee and 

additional financial security. 

 

E. Surface contouring shall be required as necessary to direct surface water and drainageways away 

from all components of On-Lot Sewage Disposal Systems. 

 

F. Additional maintenance activity may be required as needed including, but not limited to, providing 

reasonable access to Initial Treatment Unit, cleaning and unclogging of piping, servicing and the 

repair of mechanical and electrical equipment, leveling of distribution boxes, tanks and lines, 

removal of obstructing  roots or trees, etc. 

 

Section 8. System Rehabilitation 

 

A. No person shall operate or maintain an On-lot Sewage Disposal System in such a manner to 

constitute a Malfunction. Any suspected Malfunction shall be reported to the Chester County 

Health Department SEO, who shall make a final determination as to functional status and 

rehabilitation measures required. Any person owning a building served by an On-lot Sewage 

Disposal System determined to be in a state of Malfunction by the Chester County Health 

Department SEO shall perfom all corrective measures required by the SEO to abate the 

Malfunction. The Chester County Health Department SEO shall have the authority to require 

abatement of any Malfunction by the following methods: cleaning, repair or replacement of 

components of the existing system, adding capacity or otherwise altering or replacing the system‘s 

Initial Treatment Unit, expanding the existing disposal areas, replacing the existing disposal area, 

replacing the system with a Retaining Tank, frequent pumping, or any other alternative 

appropriate for the specific site. 

 

B. In the event other remedies described in this Section fail to abate a Malfunction, the Chester 

County Health Department’s Sewage Enforcement Officer and/or the Township’s Authorized 

Agent may require the installation of water conservation equipment and the institution of water 

conservation practices in structures served. Water using devices and appliances in the structure 

may be required to be retrofitted with water saving appurtenances or they may be required to be 

replaced by water conserving devices. 

 

C. Should none of the remedies described in this Section be totally effective in eliminating the 

Malfunction of an existing On-Lot Sewage Disposal System, the property owner is not absolved of 

responsibility for that Malfunction. The Township and the Chester County Health Department 

may require action by the property owner to lessen or mitigate the Malfunction to the extent 

necessary. 

 

D. There may arise geographic areas where numerous On-Lot Sewage Disposal Systems are known 

or are suspected to be Malfunctioning. A resolution of these area-wide problems may necessitate 
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detailed planning and a revision to the portion of the Sewage Facilities Plan pertaining to areas 

affected by such Malfunctions. When a DEP authorized Official Sewage Facilities Plan Revision 

has been undertaken, mandatory repair or replacement of individual malfunctioning sewage 

disposal systems within the area affected by the revision may be delayed, pending the outcome of 

the plan revision process. However, immediate corrective action may be compelled whenever a 

Malfunction, as determined by the Chester County Health Department and/or the Department, 

represents a serious public health or environmental threat. 

 

Section 9. Retaining Tanks 

 

A. Retaining Tanks shall only be utilized as a remedy for a Malfunctioning On-Lot Sewage 

Disposal System when it has been determined by the Chester County Health Department SEO 

and the Township that no other remedy is viable. 

 

B. Retaining Tank installation and use shall be subject to all the requirements of Pa Code Title 25, 

Chapter 71.63 (relating to Retaining Tanks) and the requirements of the Chester County Health 

Department. 

 

C. Any person owning a building served by a Retaining Tank shall annually provide to the 

Township a copy of a maintenance contract with a Liquid Waste Hauler licensed by the Chester 

County Health Department. The contract shall provide for regular removal of the Retaining Tank 

contents in accordance with Section 11 and with a frequency sufficient to prevent the contents 

from overflowing on the ground surface. The contract shall also specify the Chester County 

Health Department license number of the Liquid Waste Hauler and the disposal site(s) of the 

Retaining Tank contents.  

 

D. Retaining Tanks shall only be permitted to serve a building without a Malfunctioning On-Lot 

Sewage Disposal System when approved by the Board, the Chester County Health Department, 

and DEP. Board approval shall be further predicated upon a satisfactory operation and 

maintenance agreement specific to each use, to which both the Township and the property owner 

shall be party.  The Township may impose additional requirements as deemed necessary, 

including but not limited to collection of financial security and an annual fee. 

 

E. Retaining tank use shall be further subject to the provisions of the Code of the Township of 

Westtown, Chapter 132, Article II which governs holding tank use. 

 

Section 10. Liens 

 

A. The Township, upon written notice from the Chester County Health Department’s Sewage 

Enforcement Officer that an imminent health hazard exists due to failure of property owner to 

maintain an On-Lot Sewage Disposal System, shall have the authority to perform, or contract to 

have performed, the work required by the Chester County Health Department’s Sewage 

Enforcement Officer. The owner shall be charged for the work performed and, if necessary, a lien 

shall be entered therefor in accordance with applicable law. 
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Section 11. Disposal of Septage 

 

A. All Septage originating within the Sewage Management District shall be disposed of in 

accordance with the requirements of the Solid Waste Management Act (Act 97 of 1980, 35 P.S. 

§§6018.101 et seq.) and all other applicable laws and at sites or facilities approved by DEP.  

 

B. Pumper/haulers operating within the Township shall operate in a manner consistent with the 

provisions of the Pennsylvania Solid Waste Management Act (Act 97 of 1980, 35 P.S. 

§§6018.101–6018.1003), all other applicable laws, and Chester County Health Department 

regulations. 

 

Section 12. Administration 

 

A. The Township shall fully utilize those powers it possesses through enabling statutes and 

ordinances to effect the purposes of this ordinance. 

 

B. The Township shall employ or contract with qualified individuals to carry out the provisions of 

this ordinance. Those employees and/or contractors shall include an Authorized Agent and may 

include an administrator and such other persons as may be necessary. The Township may also 

contract with private qualified persons or firms as necessary to carry out the provisions of this 

ordinance. 

 

C. The Township’s Authorized Agent shall have the right to enter upon land for the purpose of 

administering the provisions of this ordinance.  The Township shall provide a written notice to the 

property owner no less than fourteen (14) days prior to any entry upon property for these purposes, 

uness the Township, Chester County Health Department or DEP has determined that potential an 

imminent public health hazard exists, in which case the Township may conduct such actions at 

any reasonable time.  The Township’s Authorized Agent shall have a photographic proof of 

identification and shall present same to the property owner upon request whenever entering upon 

land to administer the provisions of this ordinance. 
 

D. All records pertaining to sewage permits, building permits, occupancy permits and all other 

aspects of the Sewage Management Program shall be made available for inspection consistent 

with the provisions of the Open Records Law. 

 

E. The Board shall establish all administrative procedures necessary to properly carry out the 

provisions of this Ordinance. 

 

F. The Board may by resolution establish a fee schedule, and authorize the collection of fees, to 

cover the cost to the Township of administering this Ordinance. 

 

Section 13. Appeals 

 

A. Appeals from final decisions of the Township or any of its Authorized Agents under this 

Ordinance shall be made to the Board in writing within thirty (30) days from the date of written 

notification of the decision in question. 
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B. The appellant shall be entitled to a hearing before the Board at its next regularly scheduled 

meeting, if a written appeal is received at least fourteen (14) days prior to that meeting. If the 

appeal is received within fourteen (14) days of the next regularly scheduled meeting, the appeal 

shall be heard at the following regularly scheduled meeting. The Board shall thereafter affirm, 

modify, or reverse the aforesaid decision. The hearing may be postponed for a good cause shown 

in writing by the appellant or the Township. Additional evidence may be introduced at the hearing 

provided that it is submitted with the written notice of appeal. 

 

C. A decision shall be rendered in writing within thirty (30) days of the date of the hearing. 

 

D. Hearings under this subsection shall be conducted pursuant to the Act of December 2, 1968 (P.L. 

1133, No. 353) known as the “Pennsylvania Local Agency Act”. 

 

Section 14. Penalties 

 

A. In addition to a proceeding under any other remedy available to the Township at law or in equity 

for a violation of any provision of this Ordinance or any rule or regulation promulgated under this 

Ordinance or any order issued by the Township or any permit issued by the Chester County Health 

Department and/or the Township pursuant to this Ordinance, the Township, after notices and 

hearing, may assess a civil penalty against any person for that violation.  All proceedings by the 

Township to impose civil penalties pursuant to this section shall be governed in all respects by the 

provisions of §13.1 of Act 537 (35 P.S. §750.13a) which are incorporated herein by reference in 

their entirety.   

 

Section 15. Repealer 

 

A. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

Section 16. Severability 

 
A. If any section or clause of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall not 

affect the validity of the remaining provisions which shall be deemed severable therefrom. 

 

Section 17. Effective Date 

 

A. This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force five (5) days after its enactment by the Board of 
Supervisors of Westtown Township. 
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Duly Enacted and Ordained this                                day of                                       _   , 20      ___  by the 

Board of Supervisors of the Township of Westtown, Chester County, Pennsylvania, in lawful sessions 

duly assembled. 

                                                    

ATTEST:   BY:  

 

__________________________________          ______________________________________ 

    Secretary  

 

__________________________________          ______________________________________ 

 

 

    Chairman of the Board of Supervisors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Appendix D 
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Appendix G: 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
BUREAU OF WATER STANDARDS AND FACILITY REGULATION 

 

Act 537 Plan Content and Environmental Assessment Checklist 
PART 1  GENERAL INFORMATION 

A. Project Information  

1. Project Name:  West Wynn I Area Act 537 Special Study 

2. Brief Project Description:   Existing on-lot sewage system conditions were evaluated and selected alternatives are 
continued on-lot system use with an on-lot sewage management program 

B. Client (Municipality) Information  

Municipality Name County City Boro Twp 

Westtown Township Chester   X 

Municipality Contact Individual - Last Name First Name MI Suffix Title  

Layman Robert         Manager 

Additional Individual Last Name First Name MI Suffix Title 

                          

Municipality Mailing Address Line 1 Mailing Address Line 2 

P.O. Box 79  

Address Last Line -- City State ZIP+4 

Westtown PA 19395 

Phone + Ext. FAX (optional) Email (optional) 

610.692.1930 Ext. 204 610.692.9651 rlayman@westtown.org 

C. Site Information  

Site (or Project) Name 

Westtown Township 

 
  Westtown Township Act 537 Plan 

Site Location Line 1  
Westtown Township 

Site Location Line 2 
      

D. Project Consultant Information  

Last Name  

Corbett 

First Name 

Stan 

MI 

  

Suffix 

      

Title 

Senior Planner 

Consulting Firm Name 

URS Corporation 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Iron Hill Corporate Center 

Mailing Address Line 2 

4051 Ogletown Road, Suite 300 

Address Last Line – City 

Newark 

State 

DE 

ZIP+4 

19713 

Country 

USA 

Email 
stan.corbett@urs.com 

Phone + Ext. 
302.781.5900 

FAX 
302.781.5901 

 
 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/
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PART 2  ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLETENESS CHECKLIST 

 
NOTE: 
Prior Westtown Township Act 537 Plans are referenced below and in Part 3 using the following superscripts: 

 

(1) 2002 Act 537 Base Plan 

(2) 2005 Act 537 Plan Addendum 

(3) 2012 Act 537 Special Study 

 

Page number references with no such notes are for the 2013 West Wynn I Act 537 Special Study 

 
 

DEP 
Use 
Only  

Indicate 
Page #(s) 

in Plan 

In addition to the main body of the plan, the plan must include items one through eight listed 
below to be accepted for formal review by the department. Incomplete Plans will be returned 
unless the municipality is clearly requesting an advisory review. 

      
 

no page # 1. Table of Contents 

2. Plan Summary 

       2 A. Identify the proposed service areas and major problems evaluated in the plan. 
(Reference - Title 25, §71.21.a.7.i).  

       2 B. Identify the alternative(s) chosen to solve the problems and serve the areas of need 
identified in the plan.  Also, include any institutional arrangements necessary to 
implement the chosen alternative(s). (Reference Title 25 §71.21.a.7.ii).  

       2 C. Present the estimated cost of implementing the proposed alternative (including the 
user fees) and the proposed funding method to be used. (Reference Title 25, 
§71.21.a.7.ii).  

       2 D. Identify the municipal commitments necessary to implement the Plan. (Reference 
Title 25, §71.21.a.7.iii).  

       14 E. Provide a schedule of implementation for the project that identifies the MAJOR 
milestones with dates necessary to accomplish the project to the point of operational 
status. (Reference Title 25, §71.21.a.7.iv).  

       Appendix I 3. Municipal Adoption:  Original, signed and sealed Resolution of Adoption by the 
municipality which contains, at a minimum, alternatives chosen and a commitment to 
implement the Plan in accordance with the implementation schedule. (Reference Title 
25, §71.31.f) Section V.F. of the Planning Guide.  

       Appendice
s D,E and 

F 

4. Planning Commission / County Health Department Comments:  Evidence that the 
municipality has requested, reviewed and considered comments by appropriate official 
planning agencies of the municipality, planning agencies of the county, planning 
agencies with area wide jurisdiction (where applicable), and any existing county or joint 
county departments of health. (Reference-Title 25, §71.31.b) Section V.E.1 of the 
Planning Guide.  

       Appendix 
G 

5. Publication:  Proof of Public Notice which documents the proposed plan adoption, plan 
summary, and the establishment and conduct of a 30 day comment period. (Reference-
Title 25, §71.31.c) Section V.E.2 of the Planning Guide.  

       Appendix 
G 

6. Comments and Responses:  Copies of ALL written comments received and municipal 
response to EACH comment in relation to the proposed plan. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.31.c) Section V.E.2 of the Planning Guide.  

       14 7. Implementation Schedule:  A complete project implementation schedule with milestone 
dates specific for each existing and future area of need. Other activities in the project 
implementation schedule should be indicated as occurring a finite number of days from a 
major milestone. (Reference-Title 25, §71.31.d) Section V.F. of the Planning Guide. 
Include dates for the future initiation of feasibility evaluations in the project’s 
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implementation schedule for areas proposing completion of sewage facilities for planning 
periods in excess of five years.  (Reference Title 25, §71.21.c).  

       N/A 8. Consistency Documentation:  Documentation indicating that the appropriate agencies 
have received, reviewed and concurred with the method proposed to resolve identified 
inconsistencies within the proposed alternative and consistency requirements in 
71.21.(a)(5)(i-iii).  (Reference-Title 25, §71.31.e).  Appendix B of the Planning Guide.  

 

PART 3  GENERAL PLAN CONTENT CHECKLIST 

DEP 
Use 
Only 

 Indicate 
Page #(s) 

in Plan Item Required 

       1, I-1 to I-
2

(3)
, II-1 to 
II-5

(1)
 

I. Previous Wastewater Planning 

A. Identify, describe and briefly analyze all past wastewater planning for its impact on 
the current planning effort: 

       1, I-1 to I-
2

(3)
, II-1 to 
II-5

(1) 
1. Previously undertaken under the Sewage Facilities Act (Act 537).  (Reference-

Act 537, Section 5 §d.1). 

       II-1 to II-
5

(1) 
2. Has not been carried out according to an approved implementation schedule 

contained in the plans.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.i.A-D).  Section V.F of 
the Planning Guide. 

       II-1 to II-
5

(1)
 

3. Is anticipated or planned by applicable sewer authorities or approved under a 
Chapter 94 Corrective Action Plan. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.i.A&B).  
Section V.D. of the Planning Guide. 

       II-1 to II-
5

(1)
 

4. Through planning modules for new land development, planning “exemptions” 
and addenda. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.i.A). 

    

       1, 7, I-3
(3)

, 
III-1 TO 
III-17

(1)
 

II. Physical and Demographic Analysis utilizing written description and mapping 
(All items listed below require maps, and all maps should show all current  lots and 
structures and be of appropriate scale to clearly show significant information). 

       1, I-3
(3)

, 
III-1 TO 
III-4

(1) 

A. Identification of planning area(s), municipal boundaries, Sewer 
Authority/Management Agency service area boundaries.  (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.1.i). 

       III-13 TO 
III-15

(1) 
B. Identification of physical characteristics (streams, lakes, impoundments, natural 

conveyance, channels, drainage basins in the planning area). (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.1.ii). 

       7, II-8 to 
II-13

(3) 
C. Soils - Analysis with description by soil type and soils mapping for areas not 

presently served by sanitary sewer service.  Show areas suitable for in-ground 
onlot systems, elevated sand mounds, individual residential spray irrigation  
systems, and areas unsuitable for soil dependent systems. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.1.iii).  Show Prime Agricultural Soils and any locally protected agricultural 
soils. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.1.iii). 

       III-6 TO 
III-10

(1) 
D. Geologic Features - (1) Identification through analysis, (2) mapping and (3) their 

relation to existing or potential nitrate-nitrogen pollution and drinking water 
sources.  Include areas where existing nitrate-nitrogen levels are in excess of 5 
mg/L.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.1.iii). 

       III-10 TO 
III-13

(1) 
E. Topography - Depict areas with slopes that are suitable for conventional systems; 

slopes that are suitable for elevated sand mounds and slopes that are unsuitable 
for onlot systems. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.1.ii). 
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DEP 
Use 
Only 

 Indicate 
Page #(s) 

in Plan Item Required 

       II-17 to II-
18, III-
15

(1) 

F. Potable Water Supplies - Identification through mapping, description and analysis. 
Include public water supply service areas and available public water supply 
capacity and aquifer yield for groundwater supplies. (Reference-Title 25 
§71.21.a.1.vi).  Section V.C. of the  Planning Guide. 

       III-13 TO 
III-14

(1) 
G. Wetlands-Identify wetlands as defined in Title 25, Chapter 105 by description, 

analysis and  mapping.  Include National Wetland Inventory mapping and potential 
wetland areas per USDA, SCS mapped hydric soils.  Proposed collection, 
conveyance and treatment facilities and lines must be located and labeled, along 
with the identified wetlands, on the map. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.1.v).  
Appendix B, Section II.I of the Planning Guide.  

       2 TO 7, II-
1 TO II-

23
(3), 

III-1 
to III-5

(3) 

III. Existing Sewage Facilities in the Planning Area - Identifying the Existing Needs 

A. Identify, map and describe municipal and non-municipal, individual and 
community sewerage systems in the planning area including:  

       III-1 to III-
5

(3) 
1. Location, size and ownership of treatment facilities, main intercepting lines, 

pumping stations and force mains including their size, capacity, point of 
discharge.  Also include the name of the receiving stream, drainage basin, 
and the facility’s effluent discharge requirements. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21a.2.i.A).  

       III-1 to III-
5

(3)
 

2. A narrative and schematic diagram of the facility’s basic treatment processes 
including the facility’s NPDES permitted capacity, and the Clean Streams Law 
permit number.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.2.i.A). 

       III-5
(3)

 3. A description of problems with existing facilities (collection, conveyance and/or 
treatment), including existing or projected overload under Title 25, Chapter 94 
(relating to municipal wasteload management) or violations of the NPDES 
permit, Clean Streams Law permit, or other permit, rule or regulation of DEP. 
(Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.2.i.B). 

       Appendix 
E

(3) 
4. Details of scheduled or in-progress upgrading or expansion of treatment 

facilities and the anticipated completion date of the improvements.  Discuss 
any remaining reserve capacity and the policy concerning the allocation of 
reserve capacity. Also discuss the compatibility of the rate of growth to 
existing and proposed wastewater treatment facilities. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.4.i & ii). 

       IV-13 to 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3) 

5. A detailed description of the municipality’s operation and maintenance 
requirements for small flow treatment facility systems, including the status of 
past and present compliance with these requirements and any other 
requirements relating to sewage management programs. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.2.i.C). 

       N/A 6. Disposal areas, if other than stream discharge, and any applicable 
groundwater limitations.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4.i & ii). 

       2 to 7, II-1 
to II-23

(3) 
B. Using DEP’s publication titled Sewage Disposal Needs Identification, identify, map 

and describe areas that utilize individual and community onlot sewage disposal 
and, unpermitted collection and disposal systems (“wildcat” sewers, borehole 
disposal, etc.) and retaining tank systems in the planning area including: 

       II-3
(3)

, IV-
8 to IV-

10
(3) 

1. The types of onlot systems in use. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.2.ii.A). 

       II-1 to II- 2. A sanitary survey complete with description, map and tabulation of 
documented and potential public health, pollution, and operational problems 
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13
(2) 

(including malfunctioning systems) with the systems, including violations of 
local ordinances, the Sewage Facilities Act, the Clean Stream Law or 
regulations promulgated thereunder. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.2.ii.B). 

       II-3
(3) 

3. A comparison of the types of onlot sewage systems installed in an area with 
the types of systems which are appropriate for the area according to soil, 
geologic conditions, topographic limitations sewage flows, and Title 25 Chapter 
73 (relating to standards for sewage disposal facilities). (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.2.ii.C). 

       N/A 4. An individual water supply survey to identify possible contamination by 
malfunctioning onlot sewage disposal systems consistent with DEP’s Sewage 
Disposal Needs Identification publication.  (Reference-Title 25 §71.21.a.2.ii.B). 

       IV-12 to 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3) 

5. Detailed description of operation and maintenance requirements of the 
municipality for individual and small volume community onlot systems, including 
the status of past and present compliance with these requirements and any 
other requirements relating to sewage management programs.  (Reference-
Title 25, §71.21.a.2.i.C). 

       II-2
(3)

, III-
3

(3)
  

C. Identify wastewater sludge and septage generation, transport and disposal 
methods. Include this information in the sewage facilities alternative analysis 
including: 

       II-2
(3)

, III-
3

(3)
  

1. Location of sources of wastewater sludge or septage (Septic tanks, holding 
tanks, wastewater treatment facilities).  (Reference-Title 25 §71.71). 

       II-2
(3)

, III-
3

(3)
  

2. Quantities of the types of sludges or septage generated.  (Reference-Title 25 
§71.71). 

       II-2
(3)

, III-
3

(3)
  

3. Present disposal methods, locations, capacities and transportation methods.  
(Reference-Title 25 §71.71). 

    

       II-1 to II-
5

(1)
, V-1 to 
V-9

(1) 

IV.  Future Growth and Land Development 

A. Identify and briefly summarize all municipal and county planning documents 
adopted pursuant to the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (Act 247) 
including: 

       II-1 to II-
5

(1)
 

1. All land use plans and zoning maps that identify residential, commercial, 
industrial, agricultural, recreational and open space areas. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.3.iv). 

       II-1 to II-
5

(1)
 

2. Zoning or subdivision regulations that establish lot sizes predicated on sewage 
disposal methods. (Reference – Title 25§71.21.a.3.iv). 

       V-4 to V-
5

(1) 
3. All limitations and plans related to floodplain and stormwater management and 

special protection (Ch. 93) areas.  (Reference-Title 25 §71.21.a.3.iv) Appendix 
B, Section II.F of the Planning Guide. 

   B. Delineate and describe the following through map, text and analysis. 

       V-1 to V-
3

(1) 
1. Areas with existing development or plotted subdivisions.  Include the name, 

location, description, total number of EDU’s in development, total number of 
EDU’s currently developed and total number of EDU’s remaining to be 
developed (include time schedule for EDU’s remaining to be developed). 
(Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.3.i). 

       II-1 to II-
5

(1)
 

2. Land use designations established under the Pennsylvania Municipalities 
Planning Code (35 P.S. 10101-11202), including residential, commercial and 
industrial areas. (Reference-Title 25,§71.21.a.3.ii). Include a comparison of 
proposed land use as allowed by zoning and existing sewage facility 
planning. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.3.iv). 

       V-1 to V- 3. Future growth areas with population and EDU projections for these areas 
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7
(1) 

using historical, current and future population figures and projections of the 
municipality.  Discuss and evaluate discrepancies between local, county, 
state and federal projections as they relate to sewage facilities.  (Reference-
Title 25, §71.21.a.1.iv). (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.3.iii). 

       V-4 to V-
5

(1)
 

4. Zoning, and/or subdivision regulations; local, county or regional 
comprehensive plans; and existing plans of any other agency relating to the 
development, use and protection of land and water resources with special 
attention to: (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.3.iv). 

--public ground/surface water supplies 

--recreational water use areas 

--groundwater recharge areas 

--industrial water use 

--wetlands 

       II-22
(3) 

5. Sewage planning necessary to provide adequate wastewater treatment for 
five and ten year future planning periods based on projected growth of 
existing and proposed wastewater collection and treatment facilities. 
(Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.3.v). 

       8 to 13, 
IV-1 to IV-

15
(3) 

V. Identify Alternatives to Provide New or Improved Wastewater Disposal Facilities 

A. Conventional collection, conveyance, treatment and discharge alternatives 
including: 

       IV-1
(3) 

1. The potential for regional wastewater treatment. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.4). 

       8 to 12, 
IV-1 to IV-

7
(3) 

2. The potential for extension of existing municipal or non-municipal sewage 
facilities to areas in need of new or improved sewage facilities. (Reference-
Title 25, §71.21.a.4.i). 

       IV-7
(3)

, 
Appendix 

E
(3) 

3. The potential for the continued use of existing municipal or non-municipal 
sewage facilities through one or more of the following: (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.4.ii). 

       IV-7
(3)

, 
Appendix 

E
(3)

 a. Repair. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4.ii.A). 

       IV-7
(3)

, 
Appendix 

E
(3)

 b. Upgrading. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4.ii.B). 

       IV-7
(3)

, 
Appendix 

E
(3)

 
c. Reduction of hydraulic or organic loading to existing facilities. (Reference-

Title 25, §71.71). 

       IV-7
(3)

, 
Appendix 

E
(3)

 d. Improved operation and maintenance. Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4.ii.C). 

       IV-7
(3)

, 
Appendix 

E
(3)

 
e. Other applicable actions that will resolve or abate the identified problems.  

(Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4.ii.D). 

       IV-8
(3)

, 
Appendix 

E
(3)

 

4. Repair or replacement of existing collection and conveyance system 
components. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4.ii.A). 

      
 

IV-8
(3) 

5. The need for construction of new community sewage systems including sewer 
systems and/or treatment facilities. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4.iii). 

       IV-8
(3)

 6. Use of innovative/alternative methods of collection/conveyance to serve 
needs areas using existing wastewater treatment facilities. (Reference-Title 
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25, §71.21.a.4.ii.B). 

       IV-8 to IV-
12

(3) 
B. The use of individual sewage disposal systems including individual residential 

spray irrigation systems based on: 

       IV-8 to IV-
12

(3)
 1. Soil and slope suitability. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.2.ii.C). 

       IV-8 to IV-
12

(3)
 2. Preliminary hydrogeologic evaluation. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.2.ii.C). 

       IV-8 to IV-
12

(3)
 

3. The establishment of a sewage management program. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.4.iv). See also Part “F” below. 

       IV-8 to IV-
12

(3)
 

4. The repair, replacement or upgrading of existing malfunctioning systems in 
areas suitable for onlot disposal considering: (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4). 

       IV-8 to IV-
12

(3)
 

a. Existing technology and sizing requirements of Title 25 Chapter 73.  
(Reference-Title 25, §73.31-73.72).  

       IV-8 to IV-
12

(3)
 

b. Use of expanded absorption areas or alternating absorption areas.  
(Reference-Title 25, §73.16). 

       Appendix 
G

(3) 
c. Use of water conservation devices. (Reference-Title 25, §71.73.b.2.iii). 

       IV-11
(3) 

C. The use of small flow sewage treatment facilities or package treatment facilities to 
serve individual homes or clusters of homes with consideration of:  (Reference-Title 
25, §71.64.d).  

       IV-11
(3)

 1. Treatment and discharge requirements. (Reference-Title 25, §71.64.d).  

       IV-11
(3)

 2. Soil suitability. (Reference-Title 25, §71.64.c.l).  

       IV-11
(3)

 3. Preliminary hydrogeologic evaluation. (Reference-Title 25, §71.64.c.2).  

       IV-11
(3)

, 
IV-13 to 
IV-14

(3) 

4. Municipal, Local, Agency or other controls over operation and maintenance 
requirements through a Sewage Management Program.  (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.64.d). See Part “F” below.  

       IV-14
(3) 

D. The use of community land disposal alternatives including:  

       IV-14
(3)

 1. Soil and site suitability.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.2.ii.C).  

       IV-14
(3)

 2. Preliminary hydrogeologic evaluation. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.2.ii.C).  

       IV-14
(3)

 3. Municipality, Local Agency or Other Controls over operation and maintenance 
requirements through a Sewage Management  Program (Reference-Title25, 
§71.21.a.2.ii.C). See Part “F” below.  

       IV-14
(3)

 4. The rehabilitation or replacement of existing malfunctioning community land 
disposal systems.  (See Part “V”, B, 4, a, b, c above). See also Part “F” below.  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3) 
E. The use of retaining tank alternatives on a temporary or permanent basis including: 

(Reference- Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 1. Commercial, residential and industrial use. (Reference-Title 25, §71.63.e).  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

2 Designated conveyance facilities (pumper trucks). (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.63.b.2).  
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       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

3. Designated treatment facilities or disposal site. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.63.b.2).  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

4. Implementation of a retaining tank ordinance by the municipality.  (Reference-
Title 25, §71.63.c.3). See Part “F” below.  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

5. Financial guarantees when retaining tanks are used as an interim sewage 
disposal measure.  ( Reference-Title 25, §71.63.c.2).  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

F. Sewage Management Programs to assure the future operation and maintenance of 
existing and proposed sewage facilities through:  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

1. Municipal ownership or control over the operation and maintenance of 
individual onlot sewage disposal systems, small flow treatment facilities, or 
other traditionally non-municipal treatment facilities. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.4.iv).  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

2. Required inspection of sewage disposal systems on a schedule established 
by the municipality.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.73.b.1.).  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

3. Required maintenance of sewage disposal systems including septic and 
aerobic treatment tanks and other system components on a schedule 
established by the municipality.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.73.b.2).  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

4. Repair, replacement or upgrading of malfunctioning onlot sewage systems. 
(Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4.iv) and §71.73.b.5 through:  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

a. Aggressive pro-active enforcement of ordinances that require operation 
and maintenance and prohibit malfunctioning systems. (Reference-Title 
25, §71.73.b.5). 

       IV-12 to 
IV-14

(3)
 

b. Public education programs to encourage proper operation and 
maintenance and repair of sewage disposal systems. 

       N/A 5. Establishment of joint municipal sewage management programs. (Reference-
Title 25, §71.73.b.8).  

       IV-12
(3)

, 
IV-14

(3)
, 

Appendix 
G

(3)
 

6. Requirements for bonding, escrow accounts, management agencies or 
associations to assure operation and maintenance for non-municipal facilities. 
(Reference-Title 25, §71.71).  

       IV-14
(3)

 G. Non-structural comprehensive planning alternatives that can be undertaken to 
assist in meeting existing and future sewage disposal needs including: (Reference-
Title 25, §71.21.a.4). 

1. Modification of existing comprehensive plans involving:  

       IV-14
(3)

 a. Land use designations. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-14
(3)

 b. Densities. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  
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       IV-14
(3)

 c. Municipal ordinances and regulations. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-14
(3)

 d. Improved enforcement. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-14
(3)

 e. Protection of drinking water sources. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-14
(3)

 2. Consideration of a local comprehensive plan to assist in producing sound 
economic and consistent land development. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-14
(3)

 3. Alternatives for creating or changing municipal subdivision regulations to 
assure long-term use of on-site sewage disposal that consider lot sizes and 
protection of replacement areas. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-14
(3)

 4. Evaluation of existing local agency programs and the need for technical or 
administrative training. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4). 

       IV-15
(3) 

H. A no-action alternative which includes discussion of both short-term and long-term 
impacts on:  (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-15
(3)

 1. Water Quality/Public Health. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-15
(3)

 2. Growth potential (residential, commercial, industrial). (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.4).  

       IV-15
(3)

 3. Community economic conditions. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-15
(3)

 4. Recreational opportunities. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-15
(3)

 5. Drinking water sources. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4).  

       IV-15
(3)

 6. Other environmental concerns. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.4). 

       V-1 to V-
5

(3) 

 

VI. Evaluation of Alternatives 

A. Technically feasible alternatives identified in Section V of this check-list must be 
evaluated for consistency with respect to the following: (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.5.i.).  

       V-1
(3) 

1. Applicable plans developed and approved under Sections 4 and 5 of the 
Clean Streams Law or Section 208 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.A. 
1288). (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.i.A).  Appendix B, Section II.A of the 
Planning Guide.  

       V-1
(3)

 2. Municipal wasteload management Corrective Action Plans or Annual 
Reports developed under PA Code, Title 25, Chapter 94. (Reference-Title 
25, §71.21.a.5.i.B). The municipality’s recent Wasteload Management 
(Chapter 94) Reports should be examined to determine if the proposed 
alternative is consistent with the recommendations and findings of the report. 
Appendix B, Section II.B of the Planning Guide.  

       V-2
(3) 

3. Plans developed under Title II of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C.A. 1281-
1299) or Titles II and VI of  the  Water  Quality Act of 1987 (33 U.S.C.A 
1251-1376). (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.i.C).  Appendix B, Section II.E of 
the Planning Guide.  

       V-2
(3)

 4. Comprehensive plans developed under the Pennsylvania Municipalities 
Planning Code.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.i.D).  The municipality’s 
comprehensive plan must be examined to assure that the proposed 
wastewater disposal alternative is consistent with land use and all other 
requirements stated in the comprehensive plan.  Appendix B, Section II.D of 
the Planning Guide.  

       V-2
(3)

 5. Antidegradation requirements as contained in PA Code, Title 25, Chapters 
93, 95 and 102  (relating to water quality standards, wastewater treatment 
requirements and erosion control) and the Clean Water Act. (Reference-Title 
25, §71.21.a.5.i.E). Appendix B, Section II.F of the Planning Guide.  
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       V-3
(3) 

6. State Water Plans developed under the Water Resources Planning Act (42 
U.S.C.A. 1962-1962 d-18). (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.i.F).  Appendix B, 
Section II.C of the Planning Guide.  

       V-3
(3)

 7. Pennsylvania Prime Agricultural Land Policy contained in Title 4 of the 
Pennsylvania Code, Chapter 7, Subchapter W.  Provide narrative on local 
municipal policy and an overlay map on prime agricultural soils. (Reference-
Title 25, §71.21.a.5.i.G). Appendix B, Section II.G of the Planning Guide.  

       V-3
(3)

 8. County Stormwater Management Plans approved by DEP under the Storm 
Water Management Act (32 P.S. 680.1-680.17). (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.5.i.H). Conflicts created by the implementation of the proposed 
wastewater alternative and the existing recommendations for the manage-
ment of stormwater in the county Stormwater Management Plan must be 
evaluated and mitigated.  If no plan exists, no conflict exists.  Appendix B, 
Section II.H of the Planning Guide.  

       V-3
(3)

 9. Wetland Protection. Using wetland mapping developed under Checklist 
Section II.G, identify and discuss mitigative measures including the need to 
obtain permits for any encroachments on wetlands from the construction or 
operation of any proposed wastewater facilities.  (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.5.i.I) Appendix B, Section II.I of the Planning Guide.  

       V-4
(3) 

10. Protection of rare, endangered or threatened plant and animal species 
as identified by the Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI).  
(Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.i.J).  Provide DEP with a copy of the 
completed Request For PNDI Search document. Also provide a copy of the 
response letter from the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources’ 
Bureau of Forestry regarding the findings of the PNDI search.  Appendix B, 
Section II.J of the Planning Guide.  

       V-4
(3)

 11. Historical and archaeological resource protection under P.C.S. Title 37, 
Section 507 relating to cooperation by public officials with the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.i.K). 
Provide the department with a completed copy of a Cultural Resource Notice 
request of the Bureau of Historic Preservation (BHP) to provide a listing of 
known historical sites and potential impacts on known archaeological and 
historical sites. Also provide a copy of the response letter from the BHP.  
Appendix B, Section II.K of the Planning Guide.  

       V-4
(3)

 B. Provide for the resolution of any inconsistencies in any of the points identified in 
Section VI.A. of this checklist by submitting a letter from the appropriate agency 
stating that the agency has received, reviewed and concurred with the resolution of 
identified inconsistencies. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.ii).  Appendix B of the 
Planning Guide.  

       V-4
(3)

 C. Evaluate alternatives identified in Section V of this checklist with respect to 
applicable water quality standards, effluent limitations or other technical, legislative 
or legal requirements. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.iii).  

       V-4 to V-
5

(3) 
D. Provide cost estimates using present worth analysis for construction, financing, on 

going administration, operation and maintenance and user fees for alternatives 
identified in Section V of this checklist.  Estimates shall be limited to areas 
identified in the plan as needing improved sewage facilities within five years from 
the date of plan submission. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.iv).  

       V-5
(3) 

E. Provide an analysis of the funding methods available to finance the proposed 
alternatives evaluated in Section V of this checklist.  Also provide documentation to 
demonstrate which alternative and financing scheme combination is the most cost-
effective; and a contingency financial plan to be used if the preferred method of 
financing cannot be implemented.  The funding analysis shall be limited to areas 
identified in the plan as needing improved sewage facilities within five years from 
the date of the plan submission. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.v).  
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       V-5
(3)

 F. Analyze the need for immediate or phased implementation of each alternative 
proposed in Section V of this checklist including: (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.5.vi). 

       V-5
(3)

 1. A description of any activities necessary to abate critical public health 
hazards pending completion of  sewage facilities or implementation of 
sewage management programs. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.vi.A).  

       V-5
(3)

 2. A description of the advantages, if any, in phasing construction of the facilities 
or implementation of a sewage management program justifying time schedules 
for each phase.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.5.vi.B).  

       V-5
(3)

 G. Evaluate administrative organizations and legal authority necessary for plan 
implementation. (Reference - Title 25, §71.21.a.5.vi.D.). 

       VI-1 to 
VI-2

(3) 
VII. Institutional Evaluation 

A. Provide an analysis of all existing wastewater treatment authorities, their past 
actions and present performance including: 

       V-1
(3) 

1. Financial and debt status.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2). 

       V-1
(3)

 2. Available staff and administrative resources. (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2) 

       V-1
(3)

 3. Existing legal authority to:  

       V-1
(3)

 a. Implement wastewater planning recommendations. 
(Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2).  

       V-1
(3)

 b. Implement system-wide operation and maintenance 
activities. (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2).  

       V-1
(3)

 c.  Set user fees and take purchasing actions. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.61.d.2).  

       V-1
(3)

 d. Take enforcement actions against ordinance violators. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.61.d.2). 

 

       V-1
(3)

 e. Negotiate agreements with other parties. (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2).  

       V-1
(3)

 f. Raise capital for construction and operation and maintenance of facilities. 
(Reference-Title 25,§71.61.d.2).  

       V-1
(3)

 B. Provide an analysis and description of the various institutional alternatives 
necessary to implement the proposed technical alternatives including:  

       V-1
(3)

 1. Need for new municipal departments or municipal authorities.  (Reference-
Title 25, §71.61.d.2).  

       V-1
(3)

 2. Functions of existing and proposed organizations (sewer authorities, onlot 
maintenance agencies, etc.). (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2).  

       V-1
(3)

 3. Cost of administration, implementability, and the capability of the 
authority/agency to react to future needs. (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2).  

       VI-1 to 
VI-2

(3) 
C. Describe all necessary administrative and legal activities to be completed and 

adopted to ensure the implementation of the recommended alternative including:  

       V-1
(3)

 1. Incorporation of authorities or agencies. (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2).  

       V-1
(3)

 2. Development of all required ordinances, regulations, standards and inter-
municipal agreements.  (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2).  

       VI-2
(3) 

3. Description of activities to provide rights-of-way, easements and land 
transfers. (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2).  

       VI-2
(3)

 4. Adoption of other municipal sewage facilities plans.  (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.61.d.2).  
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       VI-2
(3)

 5. Any other legal documents. (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2).  

       VI-2
(3)

 6. Dates or timeframes for items 1-5 above on the project’s implementation 
schedule.  

       VI-2
(3)

 D. Identify the proposed institutional alternative for implementing the chosen technical 
wastewater disposal alternative. Provide justification for choosing the specific 
institutional alternative considering administrative issues, organizational needs and 
enabling legal authority. (Reference-Title 25, §71.61.d.2). 

       13 to 14, 
VII-1 to 
VII-3

(3) 

VIII. Implementation Schedule and Justification for Selected Technical & Institutional 
Alternatives 

A. Identify the technical wastewater disposal alternative which best meets the 
wastewater treatment needs of each study area of the municipality.  Justify the 
choice by providing documentation which shows that it is the best alternative based 
on: 

       13, VII-
1

(3) 
1. Existing wastewater disposal needs. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.6). 

       13, VII-
2

(3) 
2. Future wastewater disposal needs. (five and ten years growth areas). 

(Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.6). 

       13, VII-
2

(3)
 3. Operation and maintenance considerations. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.6). 

       13, VII-
2

(3)
 4. Cost-effectiveness. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.6). 

       13, VII-
2

(3)
 

5. Available management and administrative systems. (Reference-Title 25, 
§71.21.a.6). 

       13, VII-
2

(3)
 6.  Available financing methods. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.6). 

       13, VII-
2

(3)
 

7. Environmental soundness and compliance with natural resource planning 
and preservation programs. (Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.6). 

       VII-2
(3)

 B. Designate and describe the capital financing plan chosen to implement the 
selected alternative(s). Designate and describe the chosen back-up financing plan.  
(Reference-Title 25, §71.21.a.6) 

       14, VII-
3

(3) 
C. Designate and describe the implementation schedule for the recommended 

alternative, including justification for any proposed phasing of construction or 
implementation of a Sewage Management Program. (Reference – Title 25 
§71.31d) 

   

    

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

Appendix J:  
 

Westtown Township Resolution of Adoption 
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